3
N vasta

me

ryﬁéagﬂugm

I L]



ITPOJIOT,

6 KOmopom Ha4uHaromcsH y@ueumeﬂbﬂbze cobbimust

Jlaxke korya oHa ObljIa MaJIeHbKUMM PEOEHKOM, TO 3HaJIa, YTO
oHa — napyras. JleBouyka ObL1a Yy>KOil 1 B MUPE PONOBUTHIX, U
cpeau Tex, KTo ropas3io Huxe paHroM. OHa CJIOBHO XWjia CHa-
PYKU U 3arjIsiIblBajia BHYTPb, IPYXKMUMAasICh HOCOM K XOJIOAHO-
MY CTEKITY, @ MUP OTTOpPaxKUBaJICS OT Hee IMepelen ThIBAaHUSIMH
1 KOCBIMHU B3IJISIAAMU.

B caMmbIX paHHUX CBOMX Me4TaX IeBOYKA IIPeBpallajach He
B IIPMHIIECCY, a B CJIY>KaHKY B TYTO HaKpaxMaJeHHOM YeIle 1
CepOM CapKEeBOM ILIAThE ¢ OEJIOCHEXXHBIM ITepeTHUKOM. B rpe-
3aX OHa IuJja Yaii 328 KyXOHHBIM CTOJIOM BMECTE C OCTaIbHBIMU
cJIyraMu, cMesijlach HaJ KapTOYHBIMU (pOKycaMu Kydepa, Me-
HSJIACh JIEHTOYKAMU U CIUIETHUYAJIA C TOPHUYHBIMU, a B BbI-
XOIHOI ryJjsiia ¢ jakeeM. OHa CTAaHOBWIACH IPYToi, IpUHA/I -
JIeXXalleil K onpenesieHHOMY KPYTY.

Ho xorma neBoyka qo0CTaTOuyHO MOAPOCSA, YTOOBI 3arsi-
HYTbh IOBEpX IMOJOKOHHMKA B OOJIBILION MUP, OBLJIO pEIIeHO,
YTO TI0Opa €il YYUThCA YMTaTh, 1 OHA y3Haja, YTO MEUTHl HE
yacTo cOrBaroTcsa. M moka He CIydmaoch YTO-HUOYIb yKac-
HOE U IIOKUPYIOLIee — a 3TOr0 HUKOTAa He IPOUCXOANIIO0, —
OHa OyIeT nNpeObIBaTh B TOM 3a0BEHUM, KOTOPOE MU, IIO-BH-
JUMOMY, YroToBMII eii. [Toa mMpucMoTpOM Merepbi-ryBepHaH-
TKM OHAa XWJIa B IIyCTOM J0oMe, JIMIIIEHHAas AYIIEeBHOTO TeIla,
€CJIM He CUMTATh TeX PEAKUX CIydyaeB, KOIma ee Ipu-
BO3UJIM B JIOHHOH WM KOTJa OTEll Mpre3Xkaa 1o0MOu 3



ImoKayvaTh €€ Ha KOJIEHE, a TOTOM CHOBa MCYe3al B TYMAaHHOM
YpeBe CTOJIMIIBI.

M Tak cyumiiock, 9To IeBOYKa Havajla 3aKajIsiTh CBOE Cep-
1Ie B TOM BO3pacTe, KOIJa eBa CO3HaBaJia, YTO OHO Y Hee eCTh.
OHa Hay4MJ1ach IEPEHOCUTD CTUIETHU U MHOT/IA JaXKe CMesLIach
Hax HUMH. Ho B ipekpacHbIe THU BPOJE CETOMHSIITHET0, KOT-
I1a JIeTKre 00J1auka BEICOKO TUTBLIN B ICHOM CUHEM Hebe, KOr-
I1a 3eJieHasl TpaBa MaHWJIa TIOUTPaTh, 1eBOYKA KJIsiiach ceOe He
IIyMaTh O TIepecyaax.

— Bennsrii pedeHok! I'oBopdT, I MaTepy OHa ObIlTa He-
XKEJTAHHOM. ..

Kax 06b19HO, clIOBa, XOTh JOCTATOYHO MSTKHE M CKa3aH-
HbIE TIPUTIYIIEHHBIM ['0JIOCOM, MAPMJIM Ha KPBLIbSIX BeTepKa
M, CJIOBHO KOMap, BEIMCKUBAJIN MECTO, KyZa Y>KaJIUTh ITO0O0Tb-
Hee.

JleBouka BCKMHYJIa MAJICHbKUIA OCTPBIN ITOJ0OPOIOK U Che-
KWJIach, XOTA M TakK OblTa MajieHbKoM. CocpenoToOuYnB BHUMA-
HUE Ha TIEXOTUHIIAX B KpaCHBIX MYHIMPAX, KOTOPHIX €€ Ky3eH
PobuH ycepaHo paccTaBiisii Ha ofiesiyie, OHa BeIOpasia U3 Ky4uu
COJITaTUKa M TIOCTaBUJIA €TO B CTPOIA.

— Omna Begp ppaniyxenka? JlrooosaMIIa?

— Jla, ¥ 0TYACTU UTANIbSIHKA, TI0 CJI0BaM KyXapKu, U Mep3-
KOTO0 HpaBa B IIpuaagy.

— Taxk 4TO IeBYOHKA €To 110 IIpaBy yHacJjeaoBama?

[Mocnbimmancst eXvaHbIN XKEHCKUI CMeX.

Ee Ky3eH, KOHEUHO, He 0OpaIiajg BHUMaHMs Ha TIEpeCyIbl.

— He Ttyna, ryceiHs Thl 3Takas, — Bopyaja PoOuH, nepe-
NIBUTAs €€ COoJIIaThKa Ha Jpyrylo CTOpoHy. — Takoe mocTpoe-
HUE He 3ps Ha3bIBaIOT KBaIpaToM, 303.

JeBouka 3amMopraja, OTTOHSISI TOPIOYHE CIIE3HbI.

— Ho oHu noapyxuinuch, — 3ampoTecToBaia OHa, €e HIX-
HsIs Ty0a 3aapokana. — Kak Mb1. OHM HUKOTIa HE pacCTaHyTCs.

OnepeBHIKUCh Ha JIOKTH, POOMH B3IJISIHY/I Ha Hee.

— 910 BoitHa, 303, a HE KYKOJIbHOE YaeruTHe.

— A Temepb yXaXXWBaeT 3a HEBECTOM, TbSIBOJI Oeccepred-
HBII, — MPOJOJIKAIN CIUIETHUYATD XKeHITMHBI.

— Pannok? He MoxeT OBITH!

— Omna poaut eMy nereit. BugHo, mpmkuTtast aeB-
4 YOHKA €My He HyXHa.



305 cTapanach He CMOTPETD Ha CJIYT.

— IIpekpacHo, PobuH! — paccepauiack oHa. — [aBaii Bep-
HeMcs Ha BpyK-CTpuT u rmourpaeM B KyKoJs1 ApaOeuibl.

— Tuxo, 303! — PoOuH B TpeBOTE MOCMOTPEJI HA CTAPIIETO
opata. FOHEIM Mapkn3 Mepcep urpai B KPOKET ¢ IByMs CTap-
MM MaJbYMKaMM, JJOBKO IepeIBUTasiCh MO TpaBe Ha IJIUH-
HbIX Horax. PoOuH mepeBe B3IJisia Ha ofesiio. — 303, — Ipo-
LIUTIEN OH MPAaYyHO, — €CJIA Thl XOTh CJIOBO CKaXeIlb eMY PO
KYKOJI, KJISTHYCb...

— Jla He cKaxy, KpolllKa, — BhIIajauiaa 303, — s BeAb I10-
oberana.

— Mucc ApMCTPOHT, — pe3KUM TOHOM MPOU3HECTIa MUCC
CMUT, IPUTIOTHSABIINCH CO CKameliku. — Eciu BeI CHOBa cTa-
HETE CCOPUTHCS, Mbl YIAAEM.

3053 He oOpaTUJia Ha Hee BHUMaHUSI.

— Twi Takoit BpeaHsblit, PoOuH, — npobopmoTasia oHa.

— BoBce HeT, u Thl 3TO 3Haelllb. — POOWH C JIsI3rOM BBICHI-
naJj Ha OJesI0 OYePEaHYIO MMOPILIMIO COINAaTUKOB. JIeTHee ConH-
e sipKo ocBelanao I'puH-mapk, Opocast Ha TeMHbIE BOJOCHI
MaJIbuMKa KpacHoBaTble 0J1uKu. — BoT, — cKazai oH mpuMu-
purenbHO. — CTpOii CemyoIInii oJK, rychiHs. Her, monoxm
coJImaTvKa B 3€JIEHOM MyHAUpE. DTo JIBamiaTh BOCbMOI TJ10C-
TePIIMPCKUIA MEXOTHBIN MOJK. S Tebe ToMOTry pacCOpTUPOBATh
ux. — M oH cTan packiaabiBaTh OTAEIbHO KPACHBIX U 3€JICHBIX
conaTukoB, Mucc CMUT (PBIPKHYJIA M CHOBA CeJia PSIZIOM C Ce-
CTPOW.

B nocnennue mecsisl Muce CMUT pa3 B ABE HEAEIU MPU-
e3xaja ¢ 303 u3 Puumonga B JIOHIOH SIKOOBI 3a TIOKYIIKAMU U
YTOOBI JIy4llle MTO3HAKOMUTHCS C poACTBeHHMKamu 303. Ho,
npaBay cka3aTbh, Mucc CMUT IpUe3Kalia IOBUIATh CBOIO CECT-
py, Muccuc Oraropi, U 00e OTBOAWIM AYIIY, IIOHOCS CBOUX
paboTtoaaresieit u Xajaysich Ha Cyab0y.

Korna PoOuH Hayan cTpouTh HOBBI TTOJIK, TIEPELIeNThI-
BaHUS BO30OHOBWJIUC.

— Ilo kpaitHeit Mepe OH B3s11 IEBUOHKY K cebe. Hamo ot-
JIaTh JOJXKHOE 3TOMY IbSIBOTY.

— WM Bce-taku... xeHa... [lomsaHu Moe clioBO,
JXeitH, — 3TO yXacHO! 5



U mokupytonie! a. Bce 3MeHUTCS, M HE K JIyJIIEMY.

IToutn npoTUB COOCTBEHHOI BOJIM 303 BCKMHYJIA KYIaKu.
Conpatsl JIBaguaTh BOCBMOTO IJIOCTEPLIMPCKOTO IIEXOTHOIO
M0JIKA ITOJIETEJIN B TPABY, ONWH JaXe YTOAuJI B O4KU Mucc CMMUT.

— 300, noBonbHO! BecTanbre, Mucc! — I'yBepHaHTKa, IO~
CKOYMB, TOTAIlIMJIa I€BOYKY C ofesiyla. — XBaTUT C MEHS Ba-
1Ieil Jep30CTH.

— Oit! — BckpukHyna 303. — MHe 60ybHO!

— 303? — Jlopa Mepcep nomo1ies K HAM, TIOYTH yTpoKa-
011 TTOKAYMBasi KPOKETHBIM MOJIOTKOM.

Mucc CMUT HeMeIJIEHHO OTIYCTUIa PYKy 303.

— Jlopn PoGept, — pe3ko ckazana oHa, OpOCUB OCTOPOXK-
HBI B3I HA Mepcepa, — cobepuTe CBOM UTPYyIIKU. Mucc
APMCTPOHT UIET JOMOI, OHA JOJKHA HAYIMThHCS CIIPABISITHCS
CO CBOUM CBOCHPABHBIM XapaKTEPOM.

Mepcep CIOKOMHO MOIHSUT 3/I0MOJIYIHOTO COIIaTUKa, IT0-
TOM ITOJOIIIEN K 303 M OMYCTUJICS Ha KOJICHU.

— Hy, mucc I[Topox, — ripor3Hec OH, JIETOHBKO CTYKHYB €¢
COJITATUKOM 110 HOCY. — Jleu He IIBBIPSIIOTCS UTPYIIKAMU. Thi
Bellb 3TO 3HaelIb?

OmycTuB 171a3a, 303 MmoXxasna IjiedaMu 1 B3sijia CoJiIaTuKa,
ee HKHSISI Ty0a IpoTHYIa.

Mepcep OOHSI TalbleM e¢ ITOA00POIOK U IMOCMOTpEI
Ha Hee.

— Tlocrapaiicst OBITH XOpOIIIEl 1eBOYKOI, — MTPOOOPMO-
Taj oH. — U g mmorpoiry maimy... Koe o yeM. — OH uckoca B3IJ1sI-
HyJ Ha Mucc Cmut. — Thl MoXelllb caeaaTh 3To a1 MeHs1? He-
Hagoiro?

305 3acTeHYrBO KMBHY1a. OHAa HUKOTAA He 3HaJjla, YTO CKa-
3aTh Opaty PoomHa. OH Ka3ajicsg ropas3no cTapiiie W OOJbIIe.
Ho xorma Mepcep oToliien, ellie oaHa JIMHHAs TeHb yIlajia Ha
OJiesiIo.

— Yto TyT mpoucxoanut? — MpOU3HEC MATKUMN TIyOOKUiA
roJioc.

303 IomHsIIA IJ1a3a Ha KPaCUBOTO, ITMPOKOILICYETO IKEHTIb-
MmeHa. Ha HeM ObL10 YepHOe o0J1aueHUe CBSILIEHHUKA C XKeCT-

KNM BOPOTHUKOM, HO €TI0 ITOBagKN 0€30IIMO0YHO BHI-
6 JlaBaJI BOGHHOTO.



— MucTtep AMXepCT, — HU3KO IpUceia B peBepaHCe MUCC
Cmut. — CroBa 303. OHa pasbpocajia urpymku jgopaa Po-
OeprTa.

— OH, BeposITHO, CaM B 3TOM BUHOBAT, — YJIBIOHYJICS OT-
yuM PoGurHa, ero rycteie 30JJ0TUCThIE BOJOCHI LIEBEJIUI BETE-
pok. HakJTOHMBIINCH, OH JIETKO YIIUIHYA 303 3a Mom0opo-
oK. — JleBouKa MOs, Thl C KaXIbIM THEM BCE XOPOIIIEEIIb.
ITpoiigeT HECKOJBKO JIET, U, AePXY Mapu, Thl pa300belllb He
OITHO cepAle. — BEIMpSIMUBIINACH, OH MOJIOXWJT PyKY Ha TOJIO-
By Poonna. — Cobepu urpymku, Mo MaaburK. Hac skoyT moma
K 4aro, 1 y 303 goJras 1opora.

Jlopn PoGepT HEOXOTHO CIOXWII B CYMKY COJIIATUKOB U B35
pyKy otunmMa. IlompoiniaBiycy, OHM HanpaBUIUCh K Mepce-
py, KOTOPBII Bce elle MpUCTaIbHO cMoTpen Ha 303. [Tourn
HEXOTS OH BCKMHYJI Ha IJI€Y0 KPOKETHBIA MOJIOTOK, MOTHSI
DYKY, IPUBETCTBYS AE€BOYKY, U IPUCOCAUHUICI K OTUYUMY.

305 ¢ 3aBHUCTBHIO cMOTpesia UM Beiea. Ha bpyk-crput mnx
KIET MaTh, HAaBepHOE, C OyJIOUKaMU, OMCKBUTAMM U TEILJIBIMU
OOBATUSIMM.

A oHa, eciu et moBe3eT, OyneT NuTh yail ¢ Makiayaom,
nBopelkuM. Ee oTiia, Mapku3a PsHHOKa HUKOrna He ObIBaeT
noMa. A tenepb — eciau Mucc CMUT cKaszaia MpaBay — rana
MOXeT XeHUThes. M Toraa B XXu3Hu 303 TTOSIBUTCS CAaMOE CTPAII-
HOE CYILIECTBO — Mayexa, KOTopasi, BEpOSITHO, OyIET AaXe XyxXe
ryBepHaHTKA Mucc CMmut. BeimsaTus ryoy, 303 obepHyIach.
Mucc CMUT C CeCTpOii CTPSIXUBAIM C Ofiesiyia TpaBy.

— Korna s Beipacty, — 00BsIBWJIA 1€BOYKA, HU K KOMY HE
obOpalasice, — s BbIiAy 3aMyX 3a Mepcepa u Oyay >XKWTb Ha
BpyK-CTpHT.

— O, 9 B 9TOM COMHEBaIOCh, MUCC APMCTPOHT, — YCMEX-
Hynack Muccuc OTaTopM, pacIpasiisis TOCIEIHIO MOPIIUH-
Ky Ha ofiesiyie. — XoTs jopa Mepcep v iopa PobepT Baiuu nanb-
HUE€ POACTBEHHUKHU, OHU... TM, 3aHUMAIOT JPYroe MOJOXEHUE
B OOIIIECTBE.

— Jla, coBceM apyroe, — XOJIOTHO cKa3ayia Mucc CMuT. —
Bamu Ky3eHbI TOKHBI XKEHUTHCS Ha BBICOKOPOJIHBIX JIEAU XO-
poiiero nmpoucxoxaeHus. He cmyiaiite ce0st mpeanonoxxeHn -
SIMM, TATS, 9YTO POACTBEHHWKH UCTTBITHIBAIOT K BaM UTO-
HUOYIb, KPOME XPUCTUAHCKOTO MUJIOCEPIUS. 7



303 cMOTpelia Ha XKEeHIIMH, YKJIaIbIBAIOIINX OEsIIO B TIIe-
TEHYIO KOP3WHY, M B Heil 3aKMITAJIO JTaBHO 3HAKOMOE HErom0-
Banue. OHa HeHasuaena mucc Cvut 1 muccrc Orrroprn. He-
HaBHUIeJa 3a TO, YTO OHM HAITOMWHAJIM e O ee TTOJIOKEHNH, 3a
TpaBIy, KOTOPYIO OHW TOBOPWIIN.

Omna 3HaJja, 9YTo XKeHIINHBI 00CYXKIAJH TO, 9TO Mrucc CMUT
Ha3bIBajla «HEYTAaYHBIMU OOCTOSITETLCTBAMU €€ POKICHUS».
303 He coBceM ITOHMMAJa, YTO 3TO 3HAYMT, HO CO3HaBaja, 4To
00CTOSITENTbCTBA CKBEPHEIE, UTO OHa Hexopomias. M mo Hee Men-
JIEHHO JOXOAMJIO, UYTO €CJIM YeJIOBEK, KaK HU cTapaeTcs, He MO-
JKET CTaTh XOPOIINM... TO, BEPOSITHO, MOKHO YITUBAThCS TEM,
YTOOBI OBITH TIJIOXUM?

JleficTBATETHLHO YKACHO M IIOKUpYIoIIe!



I'naBa 1,

8 KOMopoil ppaHyy3cKas UKOHmMecca nepeoyeHula
C60U O3MOICHOCIU

Han kapTouHBIM CTOJIOM MOBUCIIA TUILIMHA, JUIIb KOJIECO
PYJIETKM MIOCKPUIIBIBAJIO B ITyOMHAX MOMEIIeHUs, KOTOPOE KOr-
Jla-TO OBLIO 3JIETAaHTHHIM OabHBIM 3asioM. Ho Toproserr, mo-
CTPOUBIINIA BHYITUTEIBHBIN OCOOHSIK 1Ba ICCATUICTUS Ha3al,
JABHO pa3opuJICs, MO UPOHUU CYABObI MPOUTPABIIUCH B Kap-
ThI. U Teneph B 3abIMJIEHHOM UTOPHOM 3aJjie Haj ObIBIIMM 00e-
JIEHHBIM CTOJIOM TOPTOBIIA pa3fayicsl KOJJIEKTUBHBINM B3/I0OX.

Kpynbe uropHoro 3aBeneHus JlahToHa HaKJIOHUIACh HaJ
TTOJIMPOBAHHBIM CTOJIOM KPACHOTO JIepeBa, IBIIIHAS TPYIb IIBE-
Ta CJIOHOBOU KOCTH JPOTHYJIa Hajl KopcaxeM. [TocaenHsist kapra
CKOJIb3HYJIa U3 TOHKUX MajiblieB MUCCUC YUHIEUT MOA0OHO
OCEHHEMY JIUCTKY, KOTOPOMY CYXIEHBI TJIEH U THUEHUE.

YepBOoBbIil Ty3.

JpyXHbII B3A0X, TOTOM HEOXOTHbIE aTIOAUCMEHTHI.

— OtnuuHas urpa, muiopa! — B msTeiit pa3 muccuc YuH-
TeiT MOABMHYJIa BEIMTPHIIT K MapKuszy Mepcepy. — Bbl cHOBa
TonbITaeTe yaauy?

XO0JIOMHO KMBHYB, MapK13 OTKUHYJICS B KPECJIe W B3SIT Ce-
peOpsIHBII TTOpTcUrap, 0JIeCHYBIIMM B cBeTe JaMn. CTosBLIAs
3a KpecjoM JIIo0oBHMIIA Mepcepa ¢ TPEeBOTroi MOJIOKMIIA PYKY
eMy Ha rieqo. He oOpaiiiast Ha 5To BHUMaHUSI, OH 3aXeT curapy
U HaOJII01aj1 32 CUACSBILIMM HAIIPOTUB MYKUMHOMU. ATMO-
cepa IMXOPaJOUYHOTO OTYASTHUS CTYIIATACHh B BO3IYXE. 9



Mepcep ynopHo nobuan TepOypHa rocjieaHue Tpyu yaca, U Te-
nepb, Nepel pacCBETOM, MPU3HAKU HANIPSIKEHUST CKa3bIBAJIKCh.

Muccuc YUHTEHT 3aKOHUYMJIA cliaBaTh KapTel. Mepcepy
KapThl AOCTAJIMCh ITOCPEACTBEHHBIE. PelluB, 4To oT 106pa 100-
pa He MIIYT, OH BBIMyCKaJ 00JIaukKo JbIMa, MOKa APYrue TpU
JDXEHTJbMEHA CHOBA Opasiv U3 KOJIOAKI KapThl. bycrHKa moTa,
CKOJIb3HYB IT0 JI0Y, 3aepKajlach B BOJIOCKaxX KpacUBOM OpOBU
TepOypHa. Muccuc YUHIENUT OTKpbLIa JaMy, U IXEHTJIbMEH
CO CTOHOM OCEJT B KpecJe.

— 4 nponai.

— O, 370 ymaya mporrajia, CTapuHa! — YCMEXHYJICS CTOSIB-
muit psigoM ¢ TepOypHOM MTONKOBHUK DHupioc. — OHa Bep-
HETCS U TIOKOHYHUT C MPOBAJIOM.

OcranbHBIC UTPOKH BBITAIIIMIIN KapTHI He JTy4lle, ueM Mep-
cep. Muccuc YuHreiT yabioHys1ach mo4Tu 6axeHHo. [1apa ne-
BSITOK U JBOMKa — 3aBeJ€HUE B BRIMTPHILIE. Mepcep CKIOHUI
TOJIOBY.

— Magam, Mbl Bac ITO3ApaBJIsieM.

BHe3anHO HampsikeHue HapylIWIoch. JIONIMB OTIMYHBIN
KOHBSK, TogaBaBmmiicsa y Jlagprona, TepOypH OTTOJIKHYJICS OT
croja.

— YXxe nmo3aHo, — npobopmoTas oH. JIMIIb eaBa 3aMEeTHOE
JIpOoXXaHWE PYK BbIIaBasio ero. — ['ocmona, xkejaio BaM 100poit
HOYM.

Ilo3nHuit yac, KOHEYHO, HE UMEJ K 3TOMY HUKAKOr0 OTHO-
meHusi. TepOypH 1 ero mpusTenn — 3aBcergatau y JladpToHa,
W TOJIKO OTYassHME OTOPBAJIO MX OT UTOPHBIX CTOJOB Ha pac-
cBete. TepOypH ObLT Ha rpaHU OAHKPOTCTBA, U 3TO OTJIUYHO
moaxoauio ejisiMm Mepcepa.

Mapku3 nonHs1 najen. Bo3riackl 1 CMEIIKU CMOJIKIIM, B
m1asax TepOypHa BCIIBIXHYJIA HAIEXKA.

— Ha?

— Kaxk BuxXy, BBl yXOOUTE, — HEBO3MYTUMO cKa3asl Mep-
cep. — Ho mHTEpECHO... HE COTJIACUTECH JIW BbI 3aKJTIOYNTH Ma-
JIeHbKOe Tlapu?

IMopo3putenbHO rasas Ha Hero, TepOypH 3aKosedancs.

— Yro BBl mMeeTe B BUIy, Mepcep?

Mapxku3 n306pa3ui Ype3BblUYaiiHYIO CKYKY, 4YTO XO-
10  powo ymen genars.



— Kak s moHnMaro, BB BlIafieeTe HEKOM Oe3aenniieii, Ko-
TOPYIO BBl BRIUTpaIM Y BUKOHTecCH Ae [llepo Beuepom?

CrosBiras c3any Kirep merko cxxanma miedo Mepcepa. Uto-
TO TIOXOXee Ha CTpax MPOMEIbKHYJIO B TJ1a3ax TepOypHa.

— HWrpa Oblj1a YeCTHOM, Cap.

— be3yclIoBHO, — XOJIOIHO COTJIACUIICS MapKM3.

IMpucraneHbiil B3rasa TepOypHa MeTHYJIcS K Knep, cia-
0as yJibiOKa CKpUBUIIA €TI0 POT.

— A, Tak OHa XOYeT 3TO BEpPHYThH?

Mepcep, U30THYB TEMHYIO OPOBb, ITOBEPHYJICS U TJISTHYJT Ye-
pe3 1ieyo.

— Bane xxenanue, magam?

— DTO0 MyCTAK, — € TAJUTLCKUM ITPE3pEeHNEM TTOKaIa rieda-
mu Kiep. — Ho ecit BB XOTUTE UTpaTh Ha HETO, TT0YeMy HET?

Ecmm on xouet urpath?!

Mepcep CONPOTUBIISUICS XEJIaHUIO CTPSXHYTh €€ PYKY CO
cBoero 1uieda. OtyasgsHHOe uchMo Kiep, mpuciiaHnHOe B ero
oM B Meiidape, ObLIO 3aKamaHo ee clie3aMM U 3alledyaTaHo ee
norenyeM. Bce 3To cHOBa HAaITOMHUJIO €My O CBOMCTBEHHOM
el XUTPOCTH... U €€ HEU3JICUNMOM CTPACTH K UTpE.

— KpaiiHe HENIPUATHO BUIAETD, YTO BBI JUIIUINCH Oe31e-
JIYLLIKUY, J1OpoTasi, — BblAaBuI yablOKy Mepcep. — UTo ckaxe-
Te, TepoypH? YUeTBepTh MOETO CETOIHSIIITHETO BRIMTPHIIIIA TTPO-
TUB oXepelibsi? KoHeuHo, ecii BBl BRIUTpaeTe, BaIlld APY3bs,
0e3 COMHEHUsI, YTOBOPST BaC OCTAThCSI 32 CTOJIOM.

TepOypH xxagHO 00M3HYI TyOBI. OH OBIT O0JIee CIIECUBHII,
YeM ero npusTenu — Mepcep 3TO 3HaJl, — M He CIEIINI CTa-
BUTb HAa KOH HEJABHO BhIUTpaHHYI0 100b1uy. Ho Mepcep ¢ no-
MOIIIBIO YMEJIOM MUCCUC YUHTEHT CUCTEeMAaTHIEeCKHY JIMIIIAT €TO
HAJIMIHOCTHU U IIeAPO MOTYeBaI OpeHIn, K ToMy ke TepOypH
HE CJIMIITKOM CO3HaBaJl [IEHHOCTb OXXepeJIbsl.

— IToyioBMHA BalIeTo BRIMTPHIIIA, MUIOP, — TPEITOXKIIT
TepOypH, CO 37T0BELIUM CKPEXKETOM IOIBUTasi CBOE KPECIO Ha-
3an K crony. — YTo ckaxere?

Mepcep ¢ yabIokoii moxiomnan Kiep no pyke.

— Ckaxy, 9TO 5 [JIyIell, TOCKOJBKY B OTJIMYME OT BUKOH-
TECCHI TIMTAl0 HEXXHOCTh K 3TOMY MyCTSYKY, — OTBETIJI OH. —
Sl yacTeHBKO TOBOpPIO €1, UYTO MaJIeHbKasl pyOMHOBAs
KaIUIsl B LIEHTPE HAIIOMMHAET MHE... 11



— Munopa! — Kitep npuHsIack SHepTUIHO 0OMaXUBaTh-
CSl BEEPOM.

Mepcep noBeJI e40oM U MTOABUHYJI BIIEPE.I OJTOBUHY BbI-
urpsbliia. TepOypH, MOPBIBIIXCH B KApMaHe, U3BJIEK HUTh Ipe-
KpacHO Noa00paHHbBIX PyOMHOB U C JIETKMM CTYKOM MOJOXUJ
Ha CTOJI.

Mepcep cMOTpell Ha MUCCUC YUHTEHT.

— Mapnawm, Bl HaM momMoxeTe?

KuBHyB, OHa mocTaia HOBYIO KOJIOMY.

— Cparomuii KapThl BO3IEPXMBAeTCs, — cKa3ajia OHa.

Ee ¢dpasa Obl1a moHstHa. B 3aBenenuu JlaproHa He nena-
JIV IEHET Ha YaCTHBIX Mapy. XOPOILIUM KJIMEHTaM HY>KHO Bpe-
MsI OT BpEMEHHU MOTaKaTh, OAHAKO €CJIM OHU IOXEeJIAaloT Mpo-
TIOJDKUTD Mapu, TO UM TIPUAETCS IToMcKaTh apyroe Mecto. Ho
9TO HECYIIECTBEHHO, Mepcep XoTes 3aKOHYUTD IO ceivac.

Muccuc YuHreit nepetacoBajia KapThl. TepOypH BBITSIHYJI
IBOMKY, Mepcep — Tpoiiky. Manoob6elatoiniee Hadyano. Mep-
cep NPUITOIHSII YTOJIOK CBOEI KapThl ¥ IOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK HOT-
™ KJiep BOWIMch B €ro Iievo.

Muccuc YuHreuT, nonHsaB 0poBb, cMoTpena Ha Tepbyp-
Ha. TOT yBepeHHO YyIBbIOHYJICS M KOCHYJICS pyOaIliky CBOei Kap-
THl. BeInam cooTBETCTBEHHO IlecTepKa Tped 1 yeTBepKa uyep-
Beli. Mepcep npo ce6s1 BeIpyraics.

— Menkas peibenika, cap, Mejikas! — 3aMeTHJI CUIEBIIUIA
MOOJIN30CTY MTOJKOBHUK DHIPIOC.

CHoBa cnanu KapTel. TepOypH KuBHYJI. Muccuc YuUHTEUT
noJoXuIa rnepea HUM 0yoHoByto aecdaTky. [1ydnurka 3acToHa-
Ja. Muccuc YUHIeUT npucTaibHO B3MIsIHYJIa Ha Mepcepa, B
ee I1a3zax MeJbKHYJI HaMeK Ha IpeaynpexaeHue. OH 3HaJ, 4TO
yeTBepTas Kapta camas ornacHas. Ho Ob110 Koe-4To... YTO-TO B
e TepOypHa. Jla, ca0bIif n3rud yroaka pra. DTo Koe 0 YeM
TOBOPUT, TTIOCKOJIBKY Mepcep nmpucTaabHO HaOJI0aal 3a HUM
BCIO HOYb.

OH OBICTPO TTPOCUYMTAIT BO3MOXKHOCTH — ITPU3HATHCST, CKBEP-
Hble, — TTOTOM OpOCWJI MOCJeIHUI B3IJISAL HA pyKy TepOypHa.
ConumHble BOCEMHAAIATh OYKOB. M Bce-Taky OH HE IIEI0X-
HyJcs1. 3Hast, 9TO 3TO SIBHOE O€3yMUe U BCE K€ €T0 IMHCTBEH-

Has agbTepHaTUBa, Mepcep KUBHYIL.
12 Brinana 6yoHOBas 4ETBEPKA.



Tonra BoKpyr cTosa ¢ Haaexmoi HarHyaack ommke. C mo-
BOJIbHOI yIIbIOKOI TepOypH OpOCHII CBOIO KapTy, APYTYIO IBOM-
Ky. IToTKOBHUK DHOPIOC MOJIOXKUI TSLKEIYI0 PYyKY Ha ILIeYO
Mepcepa.

— Heynaua, a?

Mepcep THXO BBIIOXHYJI, TIOTOM OpOCHIT CBOIO.

Baser nmuk.

— Boxe moit! — mo-dpaHIiy3cku BckpukHyra Kiep.

ATIJIOMMCMEHTHI BCIBIXHYJIV CHOBA, IJ1a3a MUCCUC Y MHTEHT
pacCIIMpPUIIKCh.

— Bam ¢eHOMEeHaIBEHO Be3eT, MUJIOPHA, — IMpodopMoTaa
OHa.

Krep cxBaTuiia ero 3a pyky 1 IOTsSIHYyJIa OT cTojia. Mepcep
Ha XOIy IOAXBAaTUJT pYOUHEI.

Heckonbko MUHYT criycTs jopa Mepcep U ero J1000BHULIA
CTOSUIM B OMTHOM M3 IIpUBaTHBIX KabuHeToB JlapToHa. KomHa-
THI IPeHA3HAYAIINCH IS NTPOKOB, KOTOPBIE OBIJIN CIUIIIKOM
MIbSTHBI, YTOOBI TOOPATHCS JOMOM, M IIJIST T€X, KOMY ITOHAIO0MI-
csI IpOYHBIH MaTpall. ITopHBI IPUTOH IepKal 3alpsoKeHHBIE
KapeThl W CITMCOK JIYIITNX IMPOCTUTYTOK JIoOHmOHa, 1aOBl He
TepSATh KIIMEHTOB. YTO YTroIHO, JIUIIH ObI TOJTYOOK He yeTes U3
MPeKpacHO YCTPOEHHOIo THe3nplKa JladToHa.

Kitep kpyxurack BOKpyr Mepcepa.

— Mechbe, BBl CHOBA CITacJIM MOMABIIIYIO B Oedy NEeBUILY, —
nmpo6opmoTana oHa. — Kak MHe poaeMOHCTPUPOBATh, UTO S
5TO BBICOKO IIeHI0?

— OO06emianueM OoJibllle HUKOTA He UTpaTh Ha (paMUIb-
HbIE IPArolIeHHOCTH MyXa! — OTpe3all OH.

Ho Knep 6b11a CIMIIKOM OIbsSIHEHA UTPOI U IIaMITAaHCKUM,
YTOOBI MOYYBCTBOBATh KU B Mepcepe rHeB. OHa IIpoBe-
Jla KOHYNKaMM TTaJIbIIEB T10 €ro MIUPOKO# TPyau, TTOTOM IT0-
BEpHYJIach, Kak bajieprHa, pyOMHBI KaMEHHBIMH KaTlJIIMH CO-
YUJIUCH U3 €€ PYKU.

— Bor Moit, Mmustopa, BEI TOBOPUTE, KaK MO MyX... I Ka-
KO€ B 9TOM YIOBOJIBCTBHE, 51 CIIpAIINBaI0?

— YMoJsio, niepectaHbTe BepreThes, Kiep, u csaabpre, —
TprKa3aa oH. — Sl X049y TOrOBOPUTH C BAMMU.

Kitep Hagynma ryoKy v, B3MaxHYB TEMHBIMH PECHU -

LaMM, TIOTYIIHAJIACK. 13



— Her, BbI XOTUTE yIIPEKHYTh MEHS, — MOIpaBUIa OHA. —
Torna s cnenaro Bot 310! — Ee cuHme rnasa GiecHyaIn 030p-
CTBOM, JIOBKME TIAJIbYMKHU IMOTSHYJIMUCH K 3aCTEXKE €T OPIOK.

— Kiep, — npenocteperaroiie ckasail Mepcep.

Ho oHa yxe onycTuiach Ha KOJIEHM, 0JIETHO-PO30BbI IIEIK
€€ TUIaThs JIYXKUIIEH JIET y eT0 O0OTUHOK.

— Jla, 9 BO3HArpaxy Bac 3TUM... MOUM OCOOEHHBIM yMe-
HHEM, KOTOpPOe BaM OYEHb HPaBUTCSI, HE TaK JI? — Mepechlna-
Jla OHa pedb PPaHIy3CKUMU CJIOBEUYKaAMHM.

Mepcep cxBaTwi JoKOHBI Kiiep, HaMepeBasich MOIHSTH €€
Ha HOrM. Ho B KOHIIe KOHII0B, OYAy4Yu MY>XYMHOU C XOPOIITUM
anreTUTOM, MapKM3 MPUHSLI € KeCT B TOM Xe Ayxe, B KOTO-
POM OH ObLT MPEMIOXEH — U3 XKaAHOCTH, U OT oTyasiHus. VX
OTHOUIEHUS TaBHO ObLIM B3aMOBBITOIHBIMU.

Korna criazambl mepectanay coTpsicaTh €ro TeJI0 U yCTyUIn
MECTO MSITKOM, JIMIIEHHOM YyBCTB pacciabieHHOCTH — Mep-
cep COBCEM He MOT Ha3BaTh 3TO YAOBIETBOPEHUEM, — OH MSIT-
Ko noaHsa1 Kiyiep Ha HOrM 1 HavyaJl IpUBOAUTD B TOPSIOK CBOIO
OfEXIY.

— Brl momuute, Kiep, Houb, Korma Mbl BCTPETUINCH? —
CIPOCHII OH, 3aIIpaBJisisl MOJbl pyOalIKu.

Kiep u3Bieki1a u3 CyMOYKHU 3€pKajblie U, HAKJIOHUBIIVCH
K IPUKPOBATHOM JJaMIie, paccCMaTpuBasia CBOU T'yObl, CJIOBHO B
MOKMCKaX MOBPEXKICHUA.

— HasumHeM mackapane y aeau biekton. — OHa caenana
nay3y, HaMa3blBasi MU3MHIIEM YTO-TO KpacHoOe Ha ryosl. — Kak
MPUBJIEKATEIbHBI BBl OB, MUJIOP/, B BallleM IIIMPOKOM Yep-
HOM ILIallle, ¥ 3TO BCE, YTO 51 IOMHIO.

— B camom gene? Toii HOUYbIO Balll My OCTaBUJI Bac.

Kiep 3anunaces cMexoMm.

— [a, Ho KT0 OT 3TOTO BHIMTPan? OH MMeeT CBOM MpOyBa-
€MBbIil BCEMU BETPaMU CTapblii 3aMOK, a 5 — €ro AparoueHHOC-
THU U Bac, Apyr Moit, Bac. — Korna Mepcep moBepHYJICS K HEM,
Kitep 3axmomnHysia 3epKajblie 1 JErKoi MOXOIKOU nmepecekia
KOMHATy, Ha ee JIMIIC TOSIBUJIach XUTpasi COOMa3HUTEIbHAS
yJIbIOKA, KOTOpasi OOJIbIIe HEe MMeJia BJaCTH 3aCTaBUTh €ro Max
Hanps4ybCsl.

— BoI mostb3yeTech ero nparolieHHOCTSIMU, MOsI TOporast, —

HanmoMHuJ oH. — Ho oHM He Baiu, 4TOOBI UX TTPOUT-
14  puiBare.



IMTonoxuB ManeHbKUE OeJible pyKU eMy Ha Ipyab, Kiiep Ha-
KJIOHUJIACh OJIMKe, 00/1aB €ro 3HAKOMBIM 10 OTBpaIlleHUS apo-
MaTOM JIWJIMI U aHUCA.

— 9710 Uil (POPMATBLHOCTh, MUJIOPI, — IIPOOOpPMOTaIa
oHa. — Pa3Be BBl HE MpU3HAETEe, YTO MO MOTepsl 0O0EpHYJIach
JIJIST BaC BBITOIOM?

Pot Mepcepa ckpuBUiCs B ¢J1aboii yabIOKe.

— S HUKorga HM B 4eM He mpu3Hawch, Kirep. BBl 310
3HaeTe.

HenoBonpHas rpuMaca BepHysiach Ha ee auio. Ho Ha ceit
pa3 Mepcep cMOTpes Ha ee TYOBI, KOTOpbIe HECKOJIBKO MU -
HYT Ha3al, XaaHble U BJIaXHBIE, JaCKaJIX €T0 pa3ropsgyeH-
Hoe Te10. OH CMOTpEJT Ha Hee CIOBHO € OOJIBIIIOTO PacCTOS -
HUSI, OYATO CKBO3b MYTHOE CTEKJIO, MCKaXKaBIllee ¢ Kpaco-
TY, U TPYIHO OBLJIO BCNOMHUTB, IOYEMY OH KOTAa-TO HaayMas
CBSI3aTbCS C HEM.

XomogHast PeIIMMOCTh 3aJIMBajia €ro, MPUHOCS C co0O
YTO-TO 0OJIee MpayHoe, 00Jiee CUJIBHOE. DTO CTHII, TyMaJl OH.
CTbin 1 xeaaHue 6exXaThb OT 3TOro dapca, UM CaMUM CO3[aH-
Horo. Kak oH panbItie 3Toro He Bumen? laxe ero coOCcTBeHHAS
MaTb, KOTOpasl HUKOTAA He BMEIIMBAJIACh B UyXXUE Jea, mpe-
IyIpexaana, YTo OH K 3TOMY HpPUIET.

O, OoH ¥ TIpexXIe comepKaa XEHIITUH YMEJTBIX W OITBITHBIX,
KOTI1a 3TO ObLIO B3aMMOBBITOAHO ISt 06erx ctopoH. Ho Knep
co0J1a3HsIJIa eTro XOJIOIHOM He3eMHOM KPacoTO 1 BEUHOM He-
00XOIMMOCTBIO €€ CITacaTh: OT TPO3HOTO MyXa, OT CJIOMaHHO-
ro HOI'T#, OT 10JroB. Kaxmoe 6eactBue, 60J1b1110€ U MaJIEHb-
KO€, MOPOXIAJIO CJIE3bl, OT KOTOPBIX Y JIIOOOM APYTrOi XKEeHIIU -
HEI KpacHeJl OB HOC M ONyXaJIu Tiia3a, Ho y Kiep cie3smHku
MPOCTO LETUISUIMCh 32 HEBEPOSITHO JJIMHHBIE PECHULIBI, Aeast
ee elle 0osee XpymnKoi.

Mepcep OTCTYITMI U 3aKOHYIIT 3acCTeTHBaTh Opioku. Kirep
Opocuiia Ha HEro MOA03PUTENIbHbBIN, OLIEHUBAIOIIWIA B3I,
TIPUKYCUB MyXJTYI0 HIDKHIOIO Ty0y. OH ITOYTH CITBITIAN, KaK Kpy-
TITCS BUHTUKM 1 KOJICCHKH B €€ TOJI0BE, IT0OKa OHA BBIUMCIISCT.
BHezanmHO oHa moOBepHYJIAach, PEIIMTEIBHO ABUHYJIACh K KPO-
BaTH, CTalllMjia MMOKPHIBaJIa W IJIMHHBIMA TTPUTIIAIIAIOIINMUT
IBVDKCHUSIMA TIPUHSIJIACH Pa3TIIakMBaTh MOPITMHKY Ha
MPOCTBIHAX, 3Has, YTO OH HAOIIOAET 3a HEM. 15



