


SEPTEMBER
Tuesdax
First of all, let me aet SOme-I‘Hhs s+ro\i3¥\+f +his
is a JOURNAL, not a c}iary. T know what it
says on the cover, but when Mom went out o
buy this thing T SPECIFICALLY +old her to
get one that didnt say “diary” on it.

Great. All T need is for some Jerk to catch me
carryihs -H'\is book around and 3e+ +¥\e wrohg idea.

.

The other -H\ihs T want to clear up ris\\-l' away
is that this was MOM’s idea, not mine.

But if she thinks T'm going +o write down m7/
"feelihss“ in Kere or whatever, she’s crazy. So
Just dont expect me to be all “Dear Diaryu +his
and “Dear Diaryn +hat.



The ohly reason 1 asree& to do this at all is
because T -Fisure later on when T'm rich and
famous, Tl have better -H-\ihas to do than
answer Peo\)le’s s+u‘>ic} questions all c}ay long. So
this book is gonhna come in hahcly.

HERE'S MY

GREGORY! WERE YOU
JOURNAL.
THL S | ALWAYS NOW
YOUR SO SMART SHOO,
AND SHOO.

]
CHILDHOOD! HANDSOME?

Like T said, Tl be famous one Jc\y, but for now
T'm stuck in middle school with a bunch of morons.

MORONS




Let me just say for the record that T +hink
middle school is the dumbest idea ever invented.
You've got kids like me who havent hit +heir
srowﬂw spurt 7/e+ mixed in with these gerillas who
heed to shave +wice a day.

And then ﬂ\e)/ wonder w)ny bu“yiha is such a {)is
‘Dr‘oblem in middle s&\ool.

Tf i+ was up to me, 3ra<{e levels would be based
on )neish‘h hot age. But then agaih ) T guess
+hat would mean kids like Chiras GUP“’G would
still be in the first srac{e.




Tocia?/ is the first c}a)/ of school, and ria)nJr now
were Jus+ waiting around for the teacher 4o hur
up and finish +he seating chart. So T {isurecl T
miah-l‘ as well write in +his book +o pass +he time.

+he way, let+ me give you- some 3005 advice. On
+he first day of school, 7/ou’Ve got o be real careful
where you sit. You walk into the classroom and Just
‘Jluhk your stuff down on any old desk and the
nex+t +\wih3 70“ know the eacher is sayihs =

I HOPE YOU ALL LIKE
WHERE YOU'RE SITTING,
BECAUSE THESE ARE YOUR
PERMANENT SEATS.

So in this class, T got stuck with Chris Hose7/ n
front of me and Lionel James at the back of me.

I.,,



Jason Brill came in late and almost sat to m
n‘sh-r, but luck.‘ly T s+o‘>‘>ec} +hat from }xa‘)Pehiha
at the last second.

Nex+ ‘)erio&, T should Just sitin +he middle of a
bunch of hot girls as soon as T step in +he
room. But T guess if T do +hat, it Jus+ proves
T didn* learn ahy‘l')nihs from last year.

GREG, WILL
YOU PLEASE
PASS THIS
NOTE TO
SHELLY?



Man, T dont know WHAT s up with 3ir|s +hese
days. T+ used to be a whole lot simpler back in
elemeh+ar7/ school. The deal was, if you were +he
fastest runner in your class, you got all the Sirls.

Ahcl n ‘H\e f:’fﬂ\ sro\de , -H'\e fastest runner was
Ronnie McCoy.

a 71, -
Y Wzm@ﬁw

Nowadays , its a whole lot more comPlica+eJ. Now
it's about the kind of clothes 7Iou wear or how rich
7/ou are or if 7/ou have a cute butt or whatever.
And kids like Ronnie McCoy are SCra+cHh3 +heir
heads wohden’hs what +he heck \m?\aehecl.

The most Popular b°7/ n my srade is Bryce
Anderson. The +\wih3 +hat reo\“7/ stinks is that
T have ALWAYS been into sirls, but kids like
Bryce have oh|7/ come around in the last couple

O'F years.
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T remember how Bryce used to act back in

elemeh‘hry school.

I DON'T THINK

GIRLS ARE
STINKY POOS!

GIRLS ARE
STINKY
POOS!

%%?P%?%

But of course now I cloh+ 3e+ ah credit for
S‘th:hS WI'H'\ 'H'\e S.rls all 'H'\IS ‘hme

Like T said, Bryce is the most popular kid in our
sraée, so that leaves all the rest of us auys
scro\mblms for the other spots.

ﬂ\e bes+ i can -Fiaure 1S -Hm-l' I’m SOmewhere
around 52nd or 53rd most popular +his year.
But +he sooc} hews is +hat T'm about to move
up one spot because Charlie Davies is above me,

and %e’s 3e++ih3 Hs braces next week.




T +r7/ to_explain all +his Povulan’ry stuff 4o my
friend Rowley (who s Probably hoVen‘hs ri3¥\+
around the 150 mark, b)/ +he way) , but T +hink
i d J“S"' 9oes ih ohe ear and out the other with him.

Wec{hesédx

To&ay we had P%)/s Ed, so the first thing T
did when T got outside was sheak off to the
basketball court 4o see if the Cheese was sill
ﬂ\ere. Ahd sure ehoua)n , 1t was.
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T’na'{' \)iece of C)neese \\as been si‘Hihe on ‘H\e
court since last S‘)r‘ihs. T guess it mustVve &r‘o‘)‘)ed
out of someones sahc{wic)n or someﬂﬁhs. A'Her a
cou‘>|e of Jays, +he Cheese started getting all
mou|d7/ and nasty. Nobocl)/ would \>la7/ basketball on
+)ne court w‘\ere +)ne C\'\eese was, even -H\oush -H\a-l'
was the ohly court that had a hooP with a net.

Then one ch)/, +his kid named Darren Walsh
+ouc)ned +he C)neese with his fihser, and +)na+’s
what started +his ‘I’\'\ihs called the Cheese Touch.
T+s basically like the Cooties. Tf you get the
Cheese Touch, you’re stuck with i+ until you pass

i+ on to someone else.

The °hl7 way to protect 7/ours<>.|1f from the
Cheese Touc(

1S Yo cross your ﬁhsers.



But it's not that eas7' rememberihs to kee\) 7/our
fihsers crossed eVery moment of the day. T ended
up taping mine +03e+\-\er so +\we7/'ci s+a7/ crossed
all the +ime. T got a Din }\o\hdwri-l'ihs, but it
was +o+a||7/ worth it.

T‘nis one kid named Abe Ha“ 80+ ‘H\e C}\eese
Touch in A\)rﬂ , and hobo&y would even come hear
Hm for -Hwe rest of +)ne year. 'ﬂﬁs Summer Abe
moved away +o California and took the Cheese

Touch with Kim.

T Jus+ \'\oPe someone doesnt start the Cheese
Touch up asm'h ), because I dont need that kind

of stress in my life any more.

’ﬂwrsdax
T ‘\avihs a seriously hard +ime getting used o

ﬂ'\e fact -Hw-r summer is over and I )no\Ve +o 3e+
out of bed eVer7/ morhing to go to school.

M)/ summer did not exacHy get off 0 a great
start, thanks o my older brother Rodrick.
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A couple of da?/s into summer vacation, Rodrick
woke me up-in the middle of the his)n‘l‘. He +old
me T sle\)+ ‘H\rous)n the whole summer, but +hat
|ucki|7/ T woke up JUS+ in time for the first
day of school.

P

l

You mish*l' think T was ?re‘Hy dumb for fd“ihs
for that one, but Rodrick was dressed up-in his
school clothes and he'd set my alarm clock ahead
+o make it look like it was +he morhing. Plus, he
closed my curtains so 1 couldnt see that i+ was
still dark out.

After Rodrick woke me up, T Just got dressed and

went downstairs to make myself some break{fast,

like T do every morning on 4 school day.
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But T guess T must have made a Pre-Hy {753
racket because the next +)nih3 T knew ) Dad was
downstairs, 7/e||ih3 at me for eating Cheerios at
3:00 in the morning.

]:+ took me a minute to fisure out whq‘l' ‘H\e }xeck
was soihs on.

After T did, T 4old Dad that Rodrick had
\)laye& a trick on me, and HE was +he one that
should be getting )/ellecl at.

Dad walked down to the basement 4o chew
Rodrick out, and T +a33ed n|oh3. T couldnt
wait to see Rodrick 3e+ whﬁ' was comih3 +o \'u'm.

12



But Rodrick covered up his 4racks Pre-H)/ sood.
Ahd o ‘I‘HS ddy, I)m sure Dad ‘H\ihks I’Ve 30‘!‘

a screw loose or someﬂ\ihs.

Fridax
Toc{d?/ at school we got assished +o readihs groups.

Jﬂ\ey don*t come ris)n-f out and tell you if you’re
in the Gifted group or +he Easy group, but 7'°“
can ﬁsure it out ris\'ﬁ c\way b |ookih3 at the
covers of the books +¥\e7/ hand out.

EINSTEIN
AS A

CHILD

Bink
SAYS

BOO

*ax
IS
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T was \Dre-H?' Jisa\)\)oih'{'ed to find out T 30+
‘>u+ in the Gifted group, because +hat Jus+ means

a lot of extra work.

When +)ne7/ did the screening at the end of last
year, 1 did my best to make sure I 3°+ \)u+ n
+he Easy group +his year.

FRED PICKED UP
THE BUH...BAH...

BEE ...

WHEW.
THANKS!

Mom is real +i3\'\+ with our ?rihci‘)al, so T bet
she s+e‘>‘>ed in_and made sure T 30+ ‘)u‘l' in the
Gifted group o\saih.

Mom is alwo?/s sa?/ihs Tm a smart kid, but that T
Just dont "a‘)\aly’ myseh[.
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But if there’s one +)nih3 T learned from Rodrick,
it's 4o set ?eo‘;le’s expectations real low so you
end Up Surprising them by Prach‘ca“y doihs
ho+\\ih3 at all.

RODRICK, I WANT YOUR
DIRTY UNDERWEAR OFF
THE KITCHEN TABLE

BEFORE I GET HOME
FROM WORK.

|
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