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IIpoGus1 cMepTHBII Yac.

Hyma xxenimunel Aneka Kunkeiina oopena HaKOHEIl I10-
koii. [Toroga crosinia Mep3Kasi, U CTOJIb K& MpayHOe BbIpaxe-
HME ObLIO Ha JIMLIAX JIIO/IEH, COOPABIIMXCSl HA KPal XOJIMU-
CTOM rpsilibl — MOCJEAHEM MPUCTAHUILE HECYACTHOM.

Teno Enenspr-Jlynssl KuHkeiin, Moogoit XXeHBI BOXIS,
pellleHreM LIepKBU MOJLKHO ObUIO OBITH IIpenaHo 3eMie
MMEHHO B 3TOM MPayHOM MECTe, ITOIaJIbIIIe OT XPUCTUAHCKO-
ro Kjiaaouiia, noo OHa COBEpIIWIa OAUH U3 CaMbIX CTpall-
HBIX CMEPTHBIX TPEXOB — JIMIIIWIIA cebst ku3HU. YepHas myiia
rnogo0Ha 4YepBUBOMY sI0JI0KY, M €fi He MeCTO CPelau YMCTBIX
XPUCTUAHCKUX AYII, Ha KOTOPbIE PACIPOCTPAHUTCS €€ TJie-
TBOPHOE BJIMSIHUE.

JoXnp v Kak U3 Beapa, U MpeacTaBUTeNN KilaHa, Mpu-
CYTCTBYIOIIIME Ha MOrpedbeHrM, TMPOMOKIN A0 HUTKU. Teso
CaMOYOMWIIbI, 3aBEPHYTOE B UYEPHO-KPACHBIN KIIETYATHIN
ien, pa3oyxjiao OT HOXAS U C TPYAOM BMEIIAJOCh B COCHO-
BbIii Tp00. Anek KMHKela caM XOpOHW K€HY — OCTaJIbHbIE
MoOJI4a HaOJIIoJaIu.

B cTopoHe oT Bcex cTosi1 cTaphblii CBSIIEHHUK, OTel] Mep-
nok. Jluio ero Beipaxasio ctpagaHue: EneHa yiina 6e3 mo-
KastHUs, 6e3 oTmyiieHus: rpexoB. OH naxe He MOTr IPOYM-
TaTh HaJ HEl MOJIUTBY, TaK KaK HET MOJIUTB, KOTOpPbIE UM-
TalT Haja camoyouiiniamu. LlepkoBb cTtporo ocynuia Eneny,
U Oylie ee, yxXe ceifyac CTosiiei Ha ropore ajia, MpeacTosio
TOpEeTh B BEUHOM OTHE.

«MHe npuxoautcst Hejierko. CTost HernoaajieKy or
CBSILLICHHMKA, s CTapaloCh COXPAHUTh Ha JIMIIE TTO/I0- 3



Oarollee CIyJaro BeIpaXKeHNe U IIEMYy MOJIUTBEL. I MOIIOCh He
o nyme EneHsl, a 0 TOM, YTOOBI BCE TTOCKOpPEE 3aKOHUYMIIOCH.

Enena ymupaer tsikeno u nosro. Llenbix Tpy aHs1 oHa 60-
pPETCSl CO CMEPThIO, U BCE OTH JHU SI MOJIIOCh, YTOOBI OHA HE
npuiiia B ce0s U He pacKpblia MpaBLy.

Kena Kunkeiina nepen cMepThio 3acTaBUiia MEHSI XOPO-
o moMy4yuThesl. [Toka oHa ymupana, Bce B MOeii yiiie Tpe-
rerajo ot crpaxa. YToObl MpeKpaTUTh 3TY MBITKY, 5, YIYIUB
MOMEHT, HaKU/IbIBAIO I/l Ha ee OJIeIHOE JIMLO U TEM CaMbIM
CITIOCOOCTBYIO €€ TMOCIeTHEMY B3IOXY.

locrionun, kakoe oGjerdyeHue s WCMBITHIBAIO TOCTE €e
cmeptu! OT cTpaxa, 4TO TpaBaa MOXET BBHIILUIBITb HApyXY,
s1 TOKPBIBAKOCH JIMIIKUM TTOTOM, OT HEro Je€peBeHEET MO3BO-
HOYHUK, CXXUMAETCs Cepalie.

4 u3roHsII0 U3 cebs ATOT CTpax, CoBepIIUB youiicTBo! MHe
X04eTcs MeTh OT pagocTi — KoHueHo! Ho s cnepxuBato cedst
Y HU CJIOBOM, HU B3IJISLAOM HE BBIIAKO CBOETO TOPXKECTBA.

Ceifuac Bce MoOe BHMMaHHUE COCPEIOTOYEHO Ha AJieke
Kunkeiine. OH cTOUT y pa3BepCTOii MOTHJIbI, 6€3BOJILHO OITy-
CTUB PYKU M CKJIOHMB rojioBy. [leyayib WM THEB HAIOJIHSIIOT
ero cepaue? Kak oH OTHOCUTCS K rpexoBHOM cMepTu EneHbr?
Kaneet nmu ee? Kunkelin Bceraa XopoIo ymMes CKpbIBaTb CBOU
YYBCTBA, U ellle HUKOMY He yIaBaJloCh 3aIJISTHYTh €My B JIYIITy.

XoTs1 Kakoe MHe JIeJI0 JI0 TOTO, YTO YyBCTBYeT ceituac KuH-
keiin? Bpems 3aneuut ero pansl. Bpemst Oyner paborath U Ha
MEHSI — HACTYIUT MOMEHT, U $I 3aiiMy CBO€ 3aKOHHOE MECTO.

CBsIlIEHHUK BHE3aITHO 3aKallUIsICS CyXuM apebesxa-
IIMM KallleM, ¥ MO B30p obpaTwics K Hemy. [Toxoxe, oH
cobupaercs 3arakaTh. Sl B ymop CMOTpPIO Ha HEro, U OH I10-
cTeneHHO OepeT cebs1 B pyku. B pasmymbe OH KayaeT rojio-
BOIA, U 51 ynTalo Bce ero Mbicav. OHM HANMCaHbl Ha €To JIUIIE.

XKenmmHa Kunkeiina onozopuia ux pof.

MHue xouercs cMesThcsl. boxe, moMoru MHue!»



Ihaea 1

Aneaus, 1102 200

XoIAT ClyXy, YTO OH YOMJI CBOIO MEPBYIO XKEHY.

«B0o3MOXHO, OHa 3aciIyXuBajla TOTO, YTOOBI €€ YOWIIm».
Takoe HeOCTOPOXHOE TPEANOJIOXEHUE MO3BOIWII cebe OTell
B NpPUCYTCTBUMU nodepeil. Kak TOJbKO cjioBa 3TU COpBa-
JIMCh C sA3bIKa, 0apoH JIXKEMMMCOH MOHSJI, KaKyl0 HEIpo-
CTUTENIbHYI0 OECTaKTHOCTb NOMYCTWJI, U TOPHKO TMOXanesn
0 ckazaHHOM. Temepb mouepu OyoyT IMOBTOPSITH: «A Tama
cKazan...»

OpHako Tpu Aodyepy OapoHa He oOpaTWiIM BHUMAaHMS Ha
cJIoBa OTLA, a MOHSJIM NUlllb oaHO: Anek KuHkeiin — crpari-
HBIN YEJI0BEK.

bnusHelsl, ArHec 1 Anuca, IO CJIOXUBIIEHCS ¢ TIEJIEHOK
MPUBBIYKE, 3apbIAAJIA B YHUCOH, a UX BCET/a Takasi CIIOKOM-
Has cecTpa Mepu B BOJTHEHUU 3al1araja o orpoMHOMY 3ay,
rae 3a JJIMHHBIM OBaJIbHBIM CTOJIOM, TSIKEJIO CKJIOHMBIIUCH
HaJll KPYXKOW MUBa, CUAE] MX MTPUCTBIKEHHBIN OTell.

bausHens! nponoyokaau pelaaTh, a Kpotkas Mepu Kpy-
>KWJIa 1O 3ajly M BCTIOMUHAJA BCE CIUIETHU, CIIBIIIAHHBIE €10
paHee 00 3TOM IIOTJIAHIICKOM BOWHE, MPUOBITUE KOTOPOTO
0XUIIAJIOCh Yepe3 Heaeno. BojbHO UM HEBOJIBHO, HO CBOU-
MM paccka3aMu OHa JIMILb 100aBisiia Macjia B OTOHb — ce-
CTpPBI 3alIUTMCh B UCTEPUKE, U X PHIAAHUS] MOTJIY ObI TTOAHSTD
Jaxe MEpPTBOTO U3 Tpoba.

BapoH cnenan HEyKJIIOXYHO TOIBITKY 3allMTUTh IIOT-
JIaHAla, TpY3BaB Ha TMOMOIIb BCe CBoe BooOpaxkeHue. OH
HUKOT/Ia paHbllle He BcTpeuascs ¢ Aekom Kunkeitnom, cka-
3aJ1 OH, a 3HAeT O HEM JIMIIb 10 CJIyXaM, J1a ¥ TO HEJIECTHBIM.
Ho nouyepu mpomosxanu pelnath, B O4epeaHON pa3
NpeHeOperast ero MHEHHMEM. 5



bapoHy elle HUKoOrAa He ynaBajoch MOBIUSITh HA JOYe-
peit ¥ Tpu3BaTh UX K OJlaropa3syMulo, 4To, BIIPOYEM, /IO Ce-
TOIHSIIIHETO JHSI €r0 He O4eHb-TO U BosiHOBasio. Ho ceiiuac
6apoH YYBCTBOBaJI, YTO MOJIKEH IMOKAa3aTh XapaKTep, YTOObI
HE BBITJISIIETh CMELIHBIM B IJ1a3aX HEMPOIIEHBIX TOCTel, Oyab
TO HIOTJAHILBI WU KTO IPYTOW.

BoinuB TpeThio KpyxXKy MuBa, HxeiiMuUCOH coOpalics
C IyXOM W, CTYKHYB KYJaKOM IO CTOJIy, PEIIMTEIbHO 3asi-
BWJI, YTO BCE 3TU POCCKA3HU 00 YOMICTBE IIOTAAHILIEM KEHBI
MPOCTO TJIYTbI€ CTUIETHU.

Korma u 310 He BO3bIMENO NEMCTBUSI, OH, TTOYYBCTBOBAB
pazapaxeHue, 3asiBUJI, YTO JaXe €CIU BCce CIUIETHU MO CYyTU
CBOEW €CTh MpaBaa, TO U TYT MOXHO HAWTU OINpaBOaHUE I10-
CTYTIKY HIOTJIAHIA: BOBMOXHO, €ro XeHa BbIIUIA U3 TMOBU-
HOBEHUs U 3aC/Iy>XKujla HaKa3zaHUe.

Takum o0pazoM OapoHy yaajoch MPUBJIEYb BHUMaHUE
nodepeit, HO 3¢ (HEKT OT ero 0B, KaxKeTcsl, ObLI IIPSIMO IPO-
THUBOTIOJIOKEH KEJIaeMOMY: Ha JIMIIaX ero 000XaeMbIX aHTe-
JIOB TIOSIBWIOCH TaKOE€ BbIpaXXEHUE yxXaca, OyITO OHM YBU-
JIeJId OTPOMHOTO 3Mesl, BBIMOJ3alollero us ero pra. «Iloxo-
K€, OHM CUMTAIOT MEHS CyMaclleqIIMM», — MoIyMal 6apoH,
IS0 B OKPYIJIMBILMECS TJla3a Jouyepeil. YcTaB OT THIETHO-
CTU CBOMX TONBITOK, JIXKeMMUCOH 3aKpuyajl, YTO HaBEPHSI-
Ka HecuacTHasl CJIMIITKOM JIOJITO UCITBIThIBAJIa TEPIICHUE MyXKa
U eMy He OCTaBaJOCh HUYEro MHOIO, KaK TOJbKO YOUTH ee.
Taxum o6pa3om oTel pemui MpernoaaTh ypok CBOMM HETO-
CJIYIIHBIM OUEPSIM U BCEJIUTh B UX YU YBaXeHUE K OTILY
u ctpax nepen ['ocriogom borowm.

M onath ero mombITKM HEe YBEHYAIMCh YCIIEXOM: OJIM3-
Hellbl TPOJOJIKAIM PHIAATh TaK TPOMKO M OTYassHHO, 4TO
y 6apoHa paszboJenach rojoBa. OH 3aTKHYJ MaJbllaMU YIIU
1 GECIIOMOUTHO OMJIsIAE 3aJl, HO TYT €ro B3IJIsII BCTPETUII-
Csl C TOPSIIUM IMpUCTaNIbHBIM B3rssnoM Mepu. IlocnenHue

CUJIbI TIOKMHYJIU €Tr0, U B TMOPBIBE OTYassHUS OapoH
6 no3Baj MnpenaHHoro ciayry ['epmaHa, mpukasaB Mo-



cleHeMy TIPMBECTM CBOIO YETBEPTYIO, CaMyl0 MIIALIYIO
TIOYb.

CenoBnacelii ciayra ¢ pamocTblo OpOCHIICSI MCTIOJHSTH
NpuKazaHue, 1emnya cede moj Hoc, 4To 3TO HY>KHO ObLIO clie-
JIaTh JaBHBIM-IIaBHO.

[Mpouuto monrux AecsiTb MUHYT, Tpexzae dem Jxeimu
rnosiBUjach B 3ayie. bapoH MpocBeTies TUIOM U CO B3I0XOM
00JIer4eHHUsI TTOCMOTpE Ha CBOIO MJIAAIIEHBKYIO. YK KTO-
KTO, @ OHa-TO €My ITOMOXET.

JI>xeitMHUCOH TIoliMan ce0sl Ha TOM, YTO He B CHJIaX CAep-
KaTh YJIBIOKY — B TIPUCYTCTBUY JI>K€MU TTPOCTO HEBO3MOX-
HO OCTaBaThCsl cepAuThIM. JleBylika Oblla TaKOW oyapoBa-
TEJIbHOM, TaKOi BeceJoM M CUMIIATMYHOM, 4YTO 100011 ye-
JIOBEK, B3IJISIHYB Ha Hee, MOMEHTAJIbHO 3a0bIBall BCE CBOU
neyanu. OQHUM CBOMM TPUCYTCTBUEM OHa BHOCWJIA TOKOM
B cepilia Jilofiell, U Bechb OOJIMK ee HacTpauBall yesloBeKa
Ha cBeTsible MbIcau. KpacoTy u Msarkuii xapakrtep JxeitmMu
yHacyienoBaia oT matepu. JUIMHHBIE, 1IBETa BOPOHOBA KPbI-
Jla, BOJIOCHI ellle Oosibliie MOAYEpKUBaIu cBoeobpasue (hu-
aJIKOBBIX IJ1a3, U JII0OOOM, 3arjsiHyB B HUX, BCIIOMMHAJ, 4TO
B IIpUpoe CyllecTByeT BecHa. Koxa meBylIKM ObL1a TaKou
K€ HEXXHOM M YUCTOM, KaK U ee Cepaeyko.

bapoH ©OeckoHeyHO JIOOMJI BCEX CBOMX O0oYepeil, HO
JI>xeiiMu OH 0COOEHHO TOpAWJICS, HECMOTPSI Ha TO UYTO B €€
JKMJIaX He TeKJjia ero KpoBb. Mathb [IxkeliMu, BTOpast xkeHa 6a-
pOHa, IOIKHA ObUTa BOT-BOT Pa3pellIuThCs OT OpeMeHU, KOT-
Ila OH B3su1 ee B keHbl. Otely J>keliMu 11aj B cpakeHUM CITy-
CTSI MECSIII TIOCJIe CBaIbOBI.

bapon JIxxeiiMMCOH ymo4yepusa HAEBOYKY M KperKo-Ha-
KpeTKO Haka3aJl BCEM COXpPaHUTb 3Ty TaiiHy. OH TOMo0uI
HOBYIO IOUKY BCEM ceplieM, BceMH (Gubpamu cBoeil mymiu,
KaK TOJIKO B3SIJI €€ Ha PYKH.

JIxxeiiMu OblIa caMoOi MIIaflell U caMoii MpeKpacHOM U3
YeThIpeX aHTeJOB O0apoHa. biu3HSIIIKM U uX cecTpa
Mepu ObUTH TO-CBOEMY KPacHBBI, HO KpacoTa UX He 7



Opocajach B Ij1a3a, U TpeOOBAJIOCh BPeMsl, UYTOOBI YBUAETD €€.
UYrto xe KacaeTcss ManbIiku [IXxeiiMu, To ee TpeyiecTb 3amna-
Jaia B Aylly cpasy u HaBcerna. Ee Tuxast ynbiOka rpuBonuia
MY>KUMH B TPETIET, a phIlIapX ITPOCTO BhINANAIN U3 celljia, KO-
Jla BUAEN €€, YeM YacTo, pa3BJIeKasiCh, MOJIb30BAICS OAPOH.

Mexny neBoukaMy HeE CYyILIECTBOBAJIO PEBHOCTU; U AT-
Hec, U Anvca, 1 Mepu NpUCITyIIMBAINCH K COBETaM MJIafl-
mei cecTpeHKH. Tak e, Kak U OTell, OHU BO BCEM IToJiara-
JIUCh Ha Hee.

C panHero merctBa [xkeiiMU cTajla UICTUHHOM XO3SMKOi
JloMa, TIPOSIBUB B 9TOM KauecTBe HeMaJsible criocooHocTu. ba-
POH, BO BCEM JIIOOMBIINIA TTOPSIIOK, HO He 06IagaBLINii na-
POM TMOANEPXKUBATH €r0, Jajl MOJHYIO CBOOOLY MJaallen 10-
Yepu, ¥ OHa ellle HU pa3y ero He MojBena.

C cambIx mieieHoK [IxkeiiMu HUKOTIA He Tulakaia, U OH
4acTo Aymall, YTO OJM3HSIIKAM He MeIlajio Obl MOYYUTHCS
y Hee. ArHec 1 Ajrca 0e3yTelIHO PhIIaJIM 10 TTOBOAY U 0e3,
u JIXXeiiMUCOH MHOTA JIOBWII ce0s Ha MBICITH, YTO €My Xallb
ux Oyaymmx myxeil. Benb MMeThb TakMX UYYBCTBUTEIbHBIX
KEH — cylllee Haka3zaHue!

Ho Gonwiie Bcero GapoHa Oecrmokowna Mepu — yxk
CJIMIIIKOM OHa Oblia camoyBepeHHO#. OHa Bceraa MpoTUBO-
rnocTaByisijia ce0sl cecTpaM M CYMTaia CBOM KeJIaHUs TIPEBbI-
me Bcero. Ho — BOT yxkac — oHa COBCEM He CUMTaach TaK-
Ke 1 C OTILIOM, a 3TO yXe OOJIBIION rpex.

Mepu ObuTa GOJTBIIION MHTPUTAHKOM, YTO CIYKUJIO TIPU-
YUHOM 111 MHOTUX ccop. Eil HpaBuIoCch BHOCUTB CMYTY B Ce-
MbIO, U OHa Jiejlajia 3TO C TOJKOM M OGOJIBIIUM YIOBOJbCTBU-
eM. A elle y 6apoHa ObUIO TTOIO3PEHKE, YTO €0 JIIOOMMULA
xefiM1 4acToO MOACTPEKAET CeCTPY Ha HEeOIArOBUAHBIE T10-
CTYIIKW, HO OH HUKOTJAa He OCMEJIMBAJICS BBICKA3bIBaTh I10-
IIOOHBIE MBICIU BCIyX, 00SCh UCMOPTUTH OTHOLIEHUS C ca-
MO 000XaeMOl T0YEPBIO.

Ha, JxeitMu ObLIa caMoOil JIOOMMOM, caMoii OGau3-
8 KOI ero cepiily, HO TeM He MeHee 6apoH OTYETIMBO



BUJEJ U BCE €€ HelNOoCTaTKU. Y Hee ObUT TBEPHABIM XapaKTep
U BCTIBUIBYMBBIN HPaB, KOTOPBIM, K CUACTBIO, PEIKO MPOSIB-
Jsuicst. JIxeiimMuy yHacnenoBajga OT MaTepy Jap JIEYUTh JIo-
neil. bapoH 3amnpelinait eif 3aHUMaThCsl BpaueBaHUEM, HO 10Yb
He ciyllajlach U TToMoraja JIoasiM 4yeM Tojibko Morja. Cep-
BBl W MPUCTYTa YaCTO OOpaIaIUCh K HE 3a TTOMOILbIO, TEM
caMbIM OTBJIeKas JIKeiiMu OT ee TMPSMBIX O00sS3aHHOCTEH —
yroxnath OTIly, CO3JaBaThb €My BCEBO3MOXHBIC YIOOCTBa.
IMocepenviHe HOUM ee MOIJIM BBITAILIMTh U3 TOCTEJM — Ha-
JIOXUTh TIOBSI3KY Ha HOXEBYIO PaHy WJIM CIIOCOOCTBOBATh
TOSIBJICHUIO HOBOH XM3HU. bapoH He Bo3paxasn MpoTuB ee
HOYHBIX OJIEHUI, TaK KaK B 3TO BpeMsl OH KPErnKO crajl U He
UCTIBITBIBATT HUKAKUX HEyIOOCTB, HO B THEBHOE BPEMS OT-
CYTCTBHE I0Ye€pY TTPUHOCUIIO EMY HEMAJIO HETIPUSITHBIX MU-
HYT, 0COOEHHO KOT/la MPUXOIMIOCH TTOIOJITY XIaTh 00e1a 13-
3a TOro, yto JIXXeiiMu B 3TO BpeMsl yXaXKuBajia 3a OOJbHBIM
WUV PaHEHBIM.

BapoH Tsxeno B3noxHy. 3aHATHI CBOUMU MBICISIMU, OH
HE 3aMeTWJI, YTO KPUKHU OJM3HSIIEK MOoyTuxiaum — JIxeitmu
ycrena ycrnokouTh ux. CrenaB 3HaK CJIyre CHOBa HAarOJHUTh
KPYXKY, JI’KeIMUCOH CTall ¢ UHTEpecOM HabJl01aTh, KaK ero
JII00UMUILIA TIPUBOJIUAT CECTEP B YYBCTBO.

Kak Tonmpko [xeiiMu Bolia B 3aj1, ATHec, Ainca u Mepu
OpOCUIIMCh K HEl U CTau HarepeOoii mepecka3biBaTh CECTpe
CBOIO BEPCUIO YCIIBIIIAHHOTO.

JI>xeliMu HUYero He TOHSIa U3 COMBYMBBIX PACCKa30B
cecrep.

— JaBaiiTe csiieM 3a CTOJI PSZIOM C TTaroii, — MpeioXuia
OHa, — M BCell ceMbeil 00CYIUM CIIOXUBIIYIOCS CUTYaIIUIO.

— Dr0 BOBce He cHuTyauus! — 3akpuyaja AJrca, BRITH-
pas cne3bl. — fl TIpocTo He 3Hao, Kak 3To Ha3Bath. [IpaBo,
He 3Hamw, [xxelmu.

— Bo Bcem BuHOBAT mama, — 3akKjaiouuia ArHec, yca-
JKMBAsICh 3a CTOJI M Opocasi Ha OTLa CepAUTHIE B3IJIsI-
nel. — Bo BceM, Kak Bcerma, BAHOBAT TOJIBKO OH. 9



— Ilpu yem 3mech 517 — XKaJlOOHO CIPOCUJ OapoH. —
S mpocTo BHITIONHSIIO BOJTIO KOPOJIS, BOT U Bee. Tak uTo Tie-
pecTaHbTe CMOTPETh Ha MEHS TaK CEPIAMTO, MUCC.

— [Ilama, mmoxanyiicTa, yCIoKoiics, — Iomnpocwia Jxeii-
MM, C HEXXHOCTBIO MOMIaAuB pyKy otia. OHa B3IJsHY/Ia Ha
Mepu:

— MHe KaxeTcsl, Thl 3leCh camasl CIIoKOiHasi. ATHec, Tre-
pecTaHb BCXJIUIIBIBATD, a TO 51 HUYEro He yciabiy. [loxanyii-
cra, Mepu, 0OBSICHH, YTO CIAYIUIOCH?

— Ilama moay4yun mociaanue ot kopoJist ['eHpu, — oTBe-
tuna Mepu. OHa nomnpasuia JIOKOHBI U, TTOJIOXUB JIOKTH Ha
cron, npomoykwia: — [loxoxe, Halll mama OMsITh paccTpo-
WJT KOPOJISL.

— Pacctponn? — Bmemanachk Anuca. — Jla OH IIpocTo
BHe ce0s1 oT rHeBa!

Pacckazuniia kMuBHy1a U yTOUHUIIA:

— Ilana He yniatua nomatu. — Mepu Opocujia Ha oTuUa
CEpIUTHIN B3IJISAI.

— U koposnb peinst Haka3aTh €ro B Ha3uaaHue APYyTruM.

bausHens 3axHbIKanu. JIxxeiiMu TSDKeI0 B3TOXHYJIA.

— Tloxanyiicta, npomomxaii, Mepu, — mnomnpocuia
oHa. — Pacckaxu MHe Bce IO TOPSIIKY.

— Hy Tak Bot, koposb ['eHpu XeHuCcs Ha OTIaHICKOR
npuHuecce... Kak ee 3Bath, Anuca?

— Matunbaa.

— Ax ga, Marunpaa. Kak s Moria 3a0bITh MM Halllel
KOPOJICBBI?

— $1 He youBASIOCH, UTO ThI €ro 3abblia, — cKaszayia Ar-
Hec. — [lama Tak peako mpuriaiiaer clofaa BaXXHbIX TOCTEM,
a MbI He ObIBaeM mpu a1Bope. 2KuBeM B yeIUHEHUHU, KaK Mpo-
KaxkeHHble. Hukyna He e3nuM, U K HaM HUKTO...

— ArHec, He oTBIIeKail Mepu, — mipepBaja cectpy Jxeii-
mu. — [loxanyiicta, mpogoyKaii.

— MHe kaxercs, YTO KOpOJib PEIIWJI BblIATh Hac
10 BCEX 3aMyX 3a IIOTJIAaHILEB, — 3akioumia Mepu.



Anuca rokayasna rojoBoii:

— Hert, Mepu, He Bcex, a TOJIbKO OOHY. BapBaper mpu-
eyT clojia, YTOObI BEIOpATh cebe HeBecTy. boxe, Kakoe yHU-
KeHue!

— YHmxenue? — nepecnpocuia Mepu. — Her, 31ech co-
BceM npyroe. Ta, KOTOpyIO BBIOEpYT, oOpedyeHa Ha CMEepTh,
Anuca. Ecnu yenoBek yOWs ONHY X€HY, UTO TOMEIIAeT eMy
youTh U BTOpyI0? A 3TO, HOpOrasi cecTpa, yxKe Moxyxe, 4eM
YHUXXEHUE.

— Yt0? — 3akpuyana [xxeiiMu, SIBHO HamyraHHas TaKu-
MU peyaMu.

— A 4 cabllaja, ero rnepBasi )KeHa caMa IMTOKOHYMIIA C CO-
Ooit, — ckaszajga Aimca, He oOpallasi BHUMaHUS Ha KPUK
JIxeimu.

— Ilama, kak Thl Mor? — 3akpudana Mepu, cKumast Ky-
JIaK ¥ BOT-BOT TrOTOBasi MyCTUTh UX B XoA. — Tbl TIpeKpac-
HO 3HaJI, YTO KOPOJIb PACCEPOUTCS U3-3a HEYIIaThl MTONATH.
ITouemy ThI He TTOAYMAJ O MOCIEACTBUSIX?

— Tloxanyiicra, He KpU4Yu TaK TPOMKO, — MOIMpOCUIa
Ixeiimu. — Kpukamu neny He IoMoxkellb. MBI Bce mpe-
KpacHO 3HaeM, YTO Halll rarna o4eHb 3a0biBUMB. Sl yBepeHa,
Y Ha 3TOT pa3 OH MPOCTO 3a0bUI MOCNaTh AeHbIU. Beap Tak,
mamna?

— ¥ MeHs ux HeT, — TpolIenTag 6apoH.

— O 6oxe, — npocTtoHana Amuca. — OH Bce IOTpa-
™!

J>xeiiMu TIOHSAIA PYKY, MPOCS TUILIMHBI.

— Mepu, noxanyiicra, yCrioKoicsi, — Mornpocuia oHa, —
a TO U g HAYHY Il1aKaThb.

— ThoI nomkHA TOHATH, JIXKeiiMu, Kak TPYIHO HaM Terepb
OCTaBaThCs CIIOKOMHBIMU, — OTBeTWwIa Mepu. — OaHAaKO Thl
IpaBa, HYXKHO B3SITh ce0sI B pyKM U pacckaszaTb Tebe Bce 1o
TOPSIIKY, UHAYe Thl HUYETO HE MOMMEIlllb.

Mepu pacnpsimuia miedd. [keliMu 3axoTenoch
CTYKHYTb €€, YTOObl YCKOPUTb pasraaky ceil TailHbI, 1



HO OHa XOPOIO 3HaJla, YTO 3TUM HUYEro He ao0belibes. Ce-
CTpa MMeJla TIPUBBIYKY HAIycKaThb Ha ceOsl YKacHYyIo BaX-
HOCTb.

— Hy Tak yt0? — crmpocuiia oHa Mepu.

— Kaxk s moHsiia, 3ToT BapBap IpueleT Cloia Ha Clelylo-
el Henmesie, YTOOBI BHIOpATh cebe cpeau Hac BTOPYIO XKEHY.
Cpenm Hac — 3TO s, ATHec U Allca, — TBOE UM B TTHChMeE
KOpOJISI He YOMSIHYTO. Thl MOHUMaelb, B KAKOM MBI yXace,
3HasI, YTO OH YOWMJI CBOIO IIEPBYIO XeHY?

— 4 cuutalo, OH He yOMBaJl XXeHy, — BMellajach AJi-
ca. — IloBap roBoput, oHa cama cebs yomma. — JleBymka
nepeKpecTusach.

ArHec mokava’sa rojoBoOii:

— A s Beplo, 4TO ee yortn. 3ayeM eif youBath ce0sl 1 ro-
peTh B BedHoM orHe? Kakum Obl IJI0XUM HU OBLI €€ MY:K, 3TO
BCE paBHO JIyyllle, YeM aj.

— MoxeT ObITb, C HEW CIyYWJIOCh Kakoe-TO Hecya-
cThe? — TIPEennoioXuia Anuca.

— Bo3moxHo, — ponyctuina Mepu, moxaB IjiedamMu. —
Benpb 3TH woTnaHaubl TakKue HEeyKIoxue!

— A BbI TaK U TOTOBBI TIOIXBATUTh JIIOOYIO CILIETHIO, —
nepeoduna cectep Jxeiimu. — Mepu, oObsSICHU, TIOXaJIyliCcTa,
YTO ThI TTOIPA3yMeBaeNlb MOJ CIOBAMU «BbIOPATh XeHY»? —
[xeiimMu Bcsl mpoxajia OT yXaca, XOTSI U cTapajach coxpa-
HSITh CTIOKOHCTBUE.

— To wu nompasymeBato — BbIOpaTh HeBecTy. ThI UTO,
He ciymiaelns MeHs, JIxeiimu? Haiero coriacusi HUKTO He
CTaHET CrpallnBaTh, OH TKHET MaJIblieM B JIIOOYIO U3 HAC —
u Bce!

— Hac OyayT BoauTh Kaxk Jomiazaeit, mo Kpyry, a 3To 4y-
JIOBUILIE OyIeT HAC OLEHUBATh... — CJIE3JIMBBIM T'OJIOCOM 3a-
MeTwIa ATHec.

— Jla, s coBceM 3a0buia, — 3akpuyana Mepu, — KopoJsb

loTnanauu, Dnarap, o4eHb 3aMHTEPECOBAH B 3TOM
12 opaxke, Ixetimu! Tak cka3ai marma.



— W MoxXeT OBITh, JJOPI IPOCTO BBIMOJHSIET BOJIO CBOE-
IO KOPOJISI, a CaM UM He TIOMBIIILISET O XXeHUTh0e? — Mpearo-
JloxXuia Asuca.

— boxe, kak s He momymana o0 3ToM, — 3aIiakajia Ar-
Hec. — Benb eciiv OH He 3aX04YeT XKEHUTHCSI, TO CMOXET YOUTD
CBOIO HEBECTY ellie 10 J0pore 1oMoiil..

— ArHec, nepecTtaHb IJ1aKaTh U TePEOUTH BOJIOCHI, — I10-
npocuiia JIxemu. — Y 1e0s1 ckopo Oynet abicuHa. Thl Beab
He 3Haelllb, YTO TaM CIYYMIIOCh Ha caMoM Jejie. Bo3aMOXHO,
OH BOBCE HUKOTO U He YyOuBaJ.

— Ero 3oByr Kunkeiin, [IxeiiMu, u g yBepeHa, 4TO OH

youiiua. Ilama cka3zaji, 4To OH 3a0uja ee 10 CMEPTU, — OT-
BeTwIa ATHec.
— Hwudyero mogo6HOro 1 He roBopmial — 3akpuyan 0a-

poH. — S mpoCcTO MPEAIIONOXKMNIL.. .

— DMMeT pacckaszajl HaMm, 4TO OH cOpocus ee co cKa-
Jibl, — BMelnasacb Mepu. ITocTykuBasi KOCTSIIIKAMU TMaJlb-
1IeB TI0 CTOJTy, OHa Habionana 3a peakuuei JIxeiimu.

— DMMeT BCEro JIMIIb KOHIOX U OThSIBJICHHBIN Oe3nelib-
HUK, — Bo3paswia Ta. — He moHumalo, mouemy Thl ciyuia-
elllb €TO INIYITYI0 OGOJITOBHIO?

JI>xeiiMu r1y0oKo B3AOXHYJIA, CTapasiCh YHATh O0JIb B XKe-
nynke. CTpaxu cecTep nepeaavch eil, 1 OHa MoYyyBCTBOBaja
tomrHOTy. Ilo Teny mobGexanu Mypamku. «Hamgo B3siTh cebst
B PYKU, — peIlIWJIa OHa, — WHAYe OHU PACTUIavyTCs».

CecTphbl 10BepUMBO CMOTpesu Ha [IkeiiMu, HaJesiCh, UTO
VXX OHa-TO HaiJeT npaBuiibHOe pelieHUe. OHU TEepesIoXU-
JIM CBOM CTpaxu Ha ee XpyINKue IJIeYu U ceiiuac ¢ Hamexmnoim
B3UpaJli Ha Hee.

JIxxefiM1 BO 4TO OBl TO HU CTAJIO HY>KHO OBIJIO OMpPaBaaTh
HaJEeXIbl CECTep.

— Ilama, Henp3sa 1M Kak-HUOYIb 3a100pUTh KOpOisi? —
cripocuia oHa oTua. — MoXelllb JIU Thl YIUIATUTh TOJATH,
MocJIaB eMy 0oJiblile AeHer, YeM Tpedyetcs? Bo3mox-

HO, TAKUM 00pa3oM HaM YAacTCs CMSTYUTH €T0 THEB. 13



bapoH nokauai rojoBoii U ckaszai:

— Jlnsg 3Toro MHe mpuunercss o0JOXUTb CEPBOB HOBBI-
MM TIOIaTSIMU, @ OHU 3TOTO He BblAepkaT. Thl Beab 3HaEllb,
JxeiimMu: ypoxkait ObLI IUIOXUM, Y HUX HUYEero HeT. Sl He Mory
noTpeboBaTh OT HUX HEBO3MOXHOTO.

[xefiMu corylacHO KUBHYJIa, CTapasiCh HE BbIAATh CBOETO
pazouyapoBaHus. OHa Hazges1ach, YTO Y OTLIA OCTAJIOCh XOTh
HEMHOTO JIEHeT, HO €ro OTBET MOATBEPAWII CaMble Xy/IIne ee
TMPEATNOOXKEHUS.

— DMMeT cKa3zaJl, 4To Mara MoTpaTul Bce IeHbIU, — MPO-
menrana Mepu.

— DMMeT XyXe CTapoil CIUIETHUILIBI, — 3aMeTuna JIxxeitmu.

— Bot umeHHo, — KuBHyJ 6apoH. — Toxe MHe mpaBao-
moben! Heyero obpaiiath BHUMaHKWE Ha €ro Iypalkue pas-
TOBOPHI.

— Ilanma, a moyemMy KOpoJib UCKIIOUMI MEHSI? — CIPOCU-
na JIxeiimu. — OH 9TO, 3a0bLI, YTO Y TEOS YETHIpE dJOoUepu?

— Her, Het, — mocrenrHo OTBEeTUJ1 6apoH, OMycKas rjia-
3a, YTOOBI MJIafllIasi HE TTPOYMTAia B HUX MPaBIbl: B IOCia-
HUU KOPOJISI TOBOPUJIOCH O BCEX J0YEpsIX, HO OapoH, 0o-
SICh paccTaThCcsl C CaMoOil JIIOOMMON M3 HUX, caM clesaj
BbIOOp. — Koposb Ha3Bajl TOJbKO Jouepeid MaTuiababl, —
MOSICHWII OapoH.

— Kak crpanHo! — 3ametuna ArHec, BHITUpasi CIe3bl.

— Bo3MoxHO, Koposib peniui, 4to JKeidMM CIUIIKOM
Mojiona? — mpeanonoxwia Mepu. M, noxas miedamu, 10-
GaBwria: — XOTs, KTO 3HAeT, 4TO y Kopois Ha yme? bBmaro-
napu bora, [Ixxeiimu, uto TeOst HET B crivcke. Eciiu Obl BbI-
0op maj Ha TeOs, Tl He CMOTJIa Obl BEIMTU 3aMyX 32 DHIpIO.

— HagepHoe, nMpyuynHa B 3TOM, — BMelllajach ArHec. —
bapoH DHApIO OYEeHb MOTYIIECTBEH, M BCE €ro YBaXaloT.

JoKHO OBITh, OH YOeIua KOpoJjisi He Tporath JIxkeri-
14 mu. Becem u3BecTHO, Kak 6apoH 1roouT Hary JIxeiiMu.



— Moxer ObITh, U Tak... — mpoiuenrtaiga JIxeimu. —
Ecnm DHapio u B camMoM jefie TaK MOTYILECTBEH, KakK OH
0 cebe paccKas3bIBaeT...

— A MHe KaxeTcsl, CecTpulla BOBCE HE XOUET BBIXOIUTh
3aMyX 3a DHApIO, — IIenHyaa oim3Hsamkam Mepu. — U He
CMOTpPM Ha MEH$ Tak cepauTo, [xeiimu, 51 3Hal0: OH Tebe HU
KareJbK1 He HpaBUTCS.

— 3aTo OH HpaBUTCS Iarne, — 3aMeTuja ArHec, Opocasi
OCTOPOXHBIN B35 Ha oTIa. — ['0TOBA MOCTIOPUTH, YTO DH-
NIPIO COTJIACUTCS XKUTh 31€Ch, YTOOBI TOJIbKO I>keliMu He pa3-
Jlydajiach C Taroi U MpojosKaia BECTU X0O3SCTBO.

— IMoxanyiicta, ArHec, npekpatu! — nornpocuia Jxeii-
MM, CTPOTO IJISI/IST HA CECTPY.

— Yro mroxoro, eciu [IxkeitMu ocTaHeTCsl CO MHOM 1ocyie
3aMmyxkecTtBa? — crpocus 6apoH. — He monumaio!

— Tbl HUKOTIA HUYETO HE MOHMMAaelllb, — TPOIeNTa-
n1a Mepu.

— Hymaiite, 4yTO roBOopuTe, Mosiofas jeau! — 3aKpuyan
6apoH. — { He moryIly TaKOTO HEeyBaKeHUsI!

— 41 3Ha UCTUHHYIO NPUYMHY, — 3asBWiIa Aimca, —
U cefiuac pacckaxy o Heil. DHIPIO Jaj rnare 3a TeOst BBIKYI,
cecTpa, 1 OH...

— Yto TH cka3zanma?! — Bckpmyana JXeiimu, 9yTh He
CBaJIMBIIUCH CO cTyJa. — ThI omubaeribes, Anuca. Poima-
pu He IuiaTaT BeIKyma! Ilama, TeI Opan y DHOpIo AeHBIU?
OTtBeTb!

bapon momua muit nuBo. Hactynuia tuiimHa.

— O ooxe, — mpomrenrTaia Mepu. — Thsl gyMaellb, 4TO
ropopuliib? Eciu 3To mpaBaa, 3HA4YUT, Iana mpocTo Mpoaal
JxeitMu 6apoHy DHIpIO.

— Mepu, He NOBTOpPsIA TIYNOCTEN BCaed 3a AJIMCOM, Thl
Benb obOrkaelnsb JIxkeiiMu, — Ioga TojIoc 6apoH.

— 4 He roBopwua, yTo mana npopan [xelimu 6apoHy, —
3ameTuIa Anuca.

— Her, roBopuia, — HactauBama Mepu. 15
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