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€ABIJI KOTEHOK IMILAA TaK >XaA0OHO, UTO Yy AI00OI
MOAOAEHDBKOI AE€BYLIKM CA€3bl HABEPHYAUCH ObI Ha
IpeAeCTHbIe TAa3a. 3aueM OH 3a0paAcs Ha AepeBo,
BBISICHUTH HEBO3MOYKHO: KaK TOBapMBaAU AIOAY, 3BEPSI IO -
MeT AUILIDb 3B€pb — VAU YEAOBEK, ECAY TOAbKO OH KOAAYH.
IIpaBaa, BerTa OAbllIaHCKast KOAAOBATb HE YMeAQ, AQ M TAa-
3a ee NpeAeCTHbIMM HUKTO Ha3BaTb He pelLIaACs — BBIIY-
YeHHbIe, KaK Y PbIObI, I HEOTIPEAEAEHHOT 0, IPSI3HOTO LIBETA.
OHa nepeapasHMAa MsiyKaHbe, 3aKaTaAa PyKaBa IIPOCTeHb-
KOTO TAAThs U IIPUCTYIIMAA K CIIACEHMIO KOTEHKA B Oeae.
AOBOABHO cMeAO 3appaB MOAOA — BeTTa 3Haaa, yTo
HUKTO He YB]/[AI/IT, HOCKOAbKY BC€ HEMHOTIOYVMICAEHHDbIE
AOMOYAALIBI HAXOAMANMCH B ycapbOe, a A0 OAVDKalero
cocepaa U He AOKPMYATBCS, — MOAOAAs rocrnoka OAblIaH-
CKasi 3a0paAach MOBBILIE I AOBKO CXBaTHAA 3BepbKa. BeTTa
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CIPBIIHYAQ HAa 3€MAIO, OTIYCTMAQ KOTEHKA, HaAesChb, YTO
OH AOXXMBET AO BO3pacTa, KOTAQ OT HEro OyAeT TOAK —
MBI/l B AOM€ BOAMAOCH IIPEAOCTATOYHO, — U TOABKO
IIOTOM OTPSIXHYAACh. B3rAsiHyAa Ha AepeBo, YAOCTOBEPSISICh,
YTO IA€-TO TaM He CTOHET ellje OAMH HeCUaCTHBIN 3BepekK.
B3spoxHyaa. Crapasi oAbXxa KauHyAa BeTBSIMUM Ha BeTpy,
CAOBHO B3AbIXasi BMeCTe C Hell.

CuMTAAOCD, UTO 9TO HEOOBIUHAS OABXA, YbV KOPHU YIIAY
B 3€MAIO BO BPEMEHA, KOTAQ BCE AIOAM OBIAM KOAAYHAMMU.
OTTOro U AUCTDS ee 3eAeHee, U CTBOA KpeIue, U HUKaKue
MOPO3BI AQ 3aCYyXU el He cTpaluHbl. [To aTOMY AepeBy Ha3bI-
BaAaCh 1 ycapbba, K KOTOPOIT Terepb HalpaBAsIAach BetTa,
npocto 1 AcHo — Crapas Oabxa. IlyTelecTBeHHUK, BIiep-
BbI€ YCABILIABIINI 3TO Ha3BaHUe, UMeA OOBIKHOBEHIE CIIpa-
muBaTh: «Iae ke HoBasi?» MecTHble IPUBBIKAY OTBEYATh:
«Yxxe u HoBas crunyaa, a Crapast CTOUT U OYA€T CTOSITD,
MIOKa MUP He PyXHeT».

AepeBSIHHBINT AOMUK, CABIBUIUI KOTAQ-TO OOUTEABIO
OAHOIJT 13 CaMBbIX OoraTbIX U ApeBHUX (pammanit bepcTonuy,
Tenepb MOXOAVA Ha OCTOB morubirero kopabasi. B ABepsix
nokasaaachb [aBpa — nocaeaHss caykaHKa rocriop OAbIlaH-
CKUX, CTapasi KOPMUAMLIQ, IEPEKMBILAS OOABIIMHCTBO CBOMX
MUTOMLEB, KOTOpasl BBICTYIAAQ B POAM IPAYKU, KyXapKu
Y AIOOBIX APYTHX POASIX, HEOOXOAUMBIX B XO3SIIICTBE B KOH-
KpeTHbIN AeHb. [lomoraa [aBpe TOABKO ee BHYYaTblil IAe-
MstHHUK CTalll, FPOMUAQ, OTAUYABIIMICS OOABIION A0OOBbBIO
K HaceKOMBIM U (pU3N4YeCcKoMy TpyAy. BoaMo’kHO, mapHIo
HPaBMAOCD UYTO-HUOYAB ellje, HO CKa3aTh 00 3TOM OH ITPOCTO
He MOT': ¢ caMoro po>kaeHys1 Cralll rAyX, Kak Ipooxka.

3ameTuB BetTy, aBpa ykaszasa cMOpILeHHBIM MTAAbLIEM
Ha OKOIIKO BTOPOTO 3TaXXa.
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— Tocrnoka 3BaAa, — raBKHyAa OHa, — CYHAYK OTKPbIAQ.
IToka TbI ryAsiAa, u3 KMpPTBI KTO-TO C MMChbMOM NPUCKAKAA.

— UYto B HeM 6b1AO?

— Ilouem MHe 3HaTb? — OTMaXHyAacCh ['aBpa 11 MOKOBbI-
AsIAQ TIPOYb, 03MPasICh, HaBepHoe, B mouckax Craina.

BerTa Aerko B3bekaAa 1o CKpUITyYeli AeCTHMLIE M HallIAQ
MaTb TaM, TA€ M OXMAAAA — B CBeTAMIle, Y CYHAyKa
C MMAQTbAMIU.

Tocroxxa bepTra KpuTHM4yecku ocMaTpuBasa HapsAbI
AOYepy — BepHee, Te, YTO KOTAA-TO OBIAY ee HapsiAaMy, HO
nepeluiAn K BeTTe, Kak TOABKO Ta MMOAPOCAA. 3eAeHOe TTAA-
Thbe, Ae)KaBlllee Ha KPBIIIKe CYHAYKA Y 0€3HaAEKHO BBIILEA -
11Iee 113 MOABI MHOTO A€T Ha3ap, OuYeBUAHO, He YCTPalBaAO
rocroxy OABIIAHCKYIO, HO HalTV YTO-HUOYAb TOAyYIe
oHa He Mmoraa. EaBa Berra mosBuaach B KOMHare, MaTb
OTASIA€AQ €€ C HOT AO TOAOBBI U 3aAYMUMBO 3aMeTHAQ:

— EcAM 0AOAXUTD A€Her Ha XOPOLIYIO TKaHb, 51 CMOI'Y
CIIUTH HA Te€OsI HOBBIN HAPSIA.

BeTTa HauaAa MOHMMATb, B YeM AEAO, HO 3Ta MbICAD el
COBEPILEeHHO He HPABMAACh.

— W xak MbI 6yaAeM OTAABaTb AOAT?

— A 4TO-HUOYAD IPUAYMAIO.

— B HamleM noAoxeHuu, MaTyuixa. ..

Tocnioxa bepra cBepkHyAa HEOECHO-TOAYOBIMY TAA3aMU
TaK KpaCHOPeuunBo, 4YTo BeTTa ocekaach. MaTb TeM ke pac-
CYAUTEAbHBIM TOHOM CKa3aAa:

— /I3 AT060T0 MOAOKEHMSI MO>KHO BBINTH.

BerTa He cymeaa caepKaTbCs:

— 3aMyX, Hanpumep?

— Ipucrtpynn Boicokomepue. Tebe AeBSITHAALIATb, TOPa
ObI y>Ke.
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«DByATO 51 9TOrO He 3Haw», — pasApPa’keHHO IMOAYMaAa
BetTa, mpexpacHO MOMHUBIIIAS, KaK TOPAVIAACH €€ MaTh TEM,
YTO HayaAa poOXKaTb AeTel y)Ke B MATHAALATDb AeT. Maao-
B2)KHO, UTO BBDKMAM TOABKO ABOE€, a Terepb BeTTa 1 BoBce
OTAYBaAacCh 3a BCeX.

[ToAroaa Hasap 6e3 BecTu mpomaa Boriiex, ee cTapiumi
OpaT M HOMMHAABHBIM rAaBa ceMby. HOMMHAABHBIT —
ITOCKOABKY, BO-TIEPBBIX, A€AaMU 3aHMMAAaCh rocroxa bep-
Ta U, BO-BTOpPbIX, 0T Crapoit OAbxu cTrapaHusmu Boiiiexa
OCTAAVICh AUIIB CAMa OAbXa Aa Tpoe MocAepAHMX OAbLIaH-
ckux. BeTTa AroOuaAa 6paTa, HO yHaCA€AOBaHHBIE VIM OT OTLiA
0e3aAa0epHOCTh U IPUCTPACTHE K BHIITMBKE OKOHYATEABHO
npeBpatuAn uMs rocrnop OABIIAHCKMX B HApUL[aTEAbHOE.

OAVH 13 CBUAETEAET], SIKOOBI OTTO3HABILX VICYE3HYBILIETO
Boriiiexa, KASIACSI, YTO TOT BCIIABIA Y I0)KHOTO Oepera peuku
[ToAKMPTOBKM, — 9TO CKa3aA pbidak SAHKo 13 Maaort MUTAuLIpbI,
JyeAOBEK BO3PACTHOM 1 yBO)KaeMbII1, [I03TOMY €I'0 CAOBY MHOTViE
NoBepUAN. ABOE APYTVIX, IM€Ha KOTOPBIX 3aTE€PSIAVICh B BUXpe
CAYXOB, 3aBePsIAY, YTO TOCIOAMH OABIIAHCKMI HAIIACS BYC-
MEpTb U OKOYYPUACS Ha 3aAHEM ABOPE KOPUMBI, — IPaBAa,
OAVIH YTIOMMHAA «/AByX 6aTpakoB», a Bropoit — «Y Ilerepa».

— Tax 1AM MHaYe, — MPOAOAXKMAA rocroxa bepra, —
yepes AeCATb AHell Mbl OTIIpaBUMCs K Poliae Ha TaMsTHYIO.
Ayx ero 6para Kak pa3 YIIOKOUTCSI, U MOXKHO OyaeT 6e360-
SI3HEHHO BCIIOMHUTD O >KUTeCKOM. O HacAepAHMKaX, CKa-
XeM, TI03a00TUTHCSI.

Berra Huuero He orBerMaa. Ha mamATHylo Tpamesy
K cocepsiM, PoripaM, B y)KacHO ApeBHUI 3aMOK KupTa, cTos-
1Yl Ha Oepery peKu HeAAA€KO OT IrpaHuLibl ¢ OABIIAHCKMIMY,
OHM OAHKABI YK€ €3AMAY — TOABKO TOTAQ IIOMMHaAK Poit-
Ay-OTI1Ia, @ [eAbMYT, HbIHe TOKOVIHBII, >)KMA AQ 3APABCTBOBAA,
T8 L5
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nrocrnoxa bepra mopymbiBasa cocsararb pAo4ub emy. Ho Baa-
Aeablia KupTsl )KeHUTbh0OA COBEPIIIEHHO He IHTEpeCcoBaAa —
KaK VM >KEeHILVHbI B IPUHLIMIIE, ECAVl BEPUTb APYTMIM OTBEpI-
HYTbIM HeBecTaM. BeTTa He Bepuaa: y [eabMyTa — 11 3TO OHa
3HaAa HaBepPHsKAa OT MOAKYIIA€HHOV MaTepblo KMPTOBCKOI
Mpauky — B MAAAIIMX KOHIOXaX XOAVA HE3aKOHHBIN CbIH.
IToxa rocnoyxa bepra Moraa naarutb rpauke, B OAbxe 3HaAU
A@Ke, KaK 30BYT AE€BKY, C KOTOPOI1 B 3TOM Mecsilie pa3BAeKa-
eTcs1 Poriaa, HO OAHXKADBI AEHbI'M 3aKOHUMAMCh, M1 OCTaBAAOCh
AOBOABCTBOBATbHCS CIIAETHSIMMU.

C npeabIAYyILeiT TOE3AKM IIPOILIAO ITOYTY YeThIpe TOAR,
" BOT [eAbMyT AeXXaAa B MOruAe, a TocropMHoM Poiipon
3BaAM ero bpara Mapko, reponueckoro Kpymureas Uepe-
noB. O HeM MOYTH HUKTO He CIIAeTHUYAA, A U3PeAKa IOsIB-
ASIBLIIMIECST CAYXU BBI3BIBAAM MOPO3 IO KoKe. OTOBIBIINIA
B BOEHHBDII ITOXOA elle A0 cMepTy oTLa, Kpymnteab Yepe-
IIOB BEPHYACS AULIDb Terepb, Koraa Kupra ocuporeaa, uro-
ObI IPUHATD HACAEACTBO — TO, YTO [€AbMYT, MU3BECTHBIN
CTPaCThbIO K a3apTHBIM UTPaM, OT HEro OCTaBUA. B aTom
cMbicAe BeTTa Moraa pake MOCOYYBCTBOBATb T'OCIIOAVIHY
Mapko, XOTsl ee COCTOsIHME 3HAUUTEABHO CKPOMHee, YeM
ero: crapliiye OpaThbsi IOABEAU UX 000MX.

— Tbl caymaemb? — crpocuaa rocnoska bepra. Berra
KMBHYAQ, HO MaTb HEAOBOABHO 1JOKHYAA. — BIKy, 4TO He
CAy1Iaelb. S roBoplo, 4To MapKo ellje HeCTaphblil, a C BOMHBI
npuBe3 HeMaAo A0Obrun. Ecau He BepHeT Poitpam Obiaoe
00raTcTBO, TO Y>K TOUHO ITOIIPaBUT AeAd. BceM aTuM HY>KHO
TPAaMOTHO pPacCHOPSIAUTBCA... VI )KeHUTbCs, 00s13aTEABHO
XeHUTbCs. [ToueMy ObI 1 He Ha TeOe.

BetTa cMoAYaAa 1 Ha 5TOT pa3. OTBeT Ha BONIPOC «I104Ye-
My ObI 1 He Ha Heli?» AOBOABHO IPO3payeH — OHa BMAEAQ
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€ro B CBOEM OTpakeHuu. PpiObM raasa, myxAble TyObl
VI LIMPOKUI MTAOCKUI HOC, YCHIITAHHBIM OTLIOBCKVMMM BecC-
HYLIKaMU, He CO3AQHBI AASl YBEKOBEUMBaHN B IOPTpeTe.

Korpaa BApYT no11Aa MOBaAbHAsl MOAQ HA TIOPTPETHI, AAXKe
B noxocusLIericsa Crtapont OAbXe HaIlIAOCh MeCTO AASI TOYe-
HOTO NMPOdUAS TOCIIOXM BepThl KCTH HENTPEB30IAEHHOTO
Aparaiia 13 [porjky — Ha 3Ty OAKb YLIAY IOCAEAHVIE AEHb-
riu. HecripaBepAMBOCTb MMPOYCTPOMCTBA B CAy4ae 3TOM
ceMbJ ITOKa3aAa ce0s1 BO BCeil MOLIM: OT KpacaBUL[bl-MaTepy
BerTa He yHacAepOBaAa HU4Ero, KpoOMe KalllTAHOBBIX BOAOC
¥y cTatHOM GuUrypsl. BoT TOABKO A0 GUTYPBI AEAO HE AOXO-
AVIAO, IOCKOABKY BCEX >KEHVXOB OTITYTMBAAO €€ AULIO.

— JKaap, uTo Boiiljex He ypOAMACS BOMHOM, — B3A0X-
HyAa rocnoska bepra. — IToxop nmpotus Xarreabl oka3aacs
pUOBbIABbHEE, UeM BCe AyMaAu. Ecay Obl OH Ioexaa, ceryac
MBI MOTAY ObI Y>Ke HaHSATh 0aTPaKOB, YTOOBI 3€MASI He TIPO-
crauBaaa 6e3 peaa.

«Ho Boruex mepts, — noaymaaa Berta, — u yxe Bce
PaBHO, KeM OH YPOAUACA». EcAM y MaTepu 0CTaBaAUCh COM-
HEHNs — TPYAHO Ha3BaTbh X HapAeXAamu, — To BerTa npu-
3HaBaAach cebe B TOM, YTO HMKOTAQ He YBUAUT Opata. VI He
TOADBKO M3-332 CAYXOB: €/l Ka3aA0Cb, CEPALle ITOACKA3bIBAeT
uctuny. Kakas pasHuija, 4To youao 6b1 Boriiexa: BpImuBKa
yAM Xarrepa — €ro MeCTo OOAbIIIe HUKTO HE CMOYKET 3aHSITh.

A Xarreaa, pacnpocTepTasi HA OTPOMHOM TeppUTOPUM
y BOCTOYHBIX rpaHul] bepcronu, youBaaa muoro. CrpaHa,
0 KOTOPOI AeTSIM pacCKasblBaAl CTpPAllIHble CKAa3KM, OKa-
3aAacCh He IPOCTO COI030M MOAYAVKVX BOMHCTBEHHBIX ITA€-
ME€H, 8 CUABHBIM T'OCYAQPCTBOM, 00bEAVHVBILIMMCS IIEPeA
AVLIOM BHEIIHVX BparoB. [0BOpMAM, 4TO XarreACKye >KeH-
IIMHBI CPa)XalOTCsl HapaBHe C MY)XUYMHaMU U KOPMSAT

N 5
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MAAAEHIIeB KPOBbIO, CMEIIAHHOI C TPYAHBIM MOAOKOM, —
BeTTe x0TEAOCH ObI 3HAaTh, B KAKUX MPOMOPLUSIX.

OHa ¢ TPyAOM IIPEACTaBASIAQ, KOTAQ IMEHHO U MTOYEMY
HavyaAach BOJMHA, AAMBIIASICS, Ka3aAOCh, BCIO JKM3Hb, XOTSI
B AEMICTBUTEABHOCTY — AUILIb HECKOABKO AeT. MaTb 1 [aBpa
Ha3bIBAaAY OAHV AQThI M TPUUMHBI, AEBYILIKY C pbIHKA B MUT-
AM1ie, OCHOBHOM ICTOYHMK HOBOCTE AASI BeTThI, — ApyTHe,
a MY>KUVMHBI, Yb/ PasroBOPbI €ll YAABAAOCH YCABIIIATb, —
TpeThbu. Ternepb, Koraa BepHyAcs Mapko Poiipa, oHa Hapes-
AaCh BBISICHUTD TIPABAY — XOTSI BBITH 3aMYK, YTOOBI HAKO-
Hell 0CBOOOAUTBCS OT AABAEHUSI MaTepu, TOXKe OKa3aAOCh
ObI 0ueHb KcTaTu. BeTTa BriepBble moAyMaAa o Opake B 3TOM
KAIOYe, U IPMBBIYHOE OTBpAllleH/e OTCTYIIMAO.

Ho rocnio’ka bepTa 3a00TAMBO BepHYyAa BCe Ha CBOM MeCTA.

— Haitau Cramia, mycTb HaTacKaeT BOABL. I Te6s1 BBIMOIO
Y OCMOTPIO, @ B IOCAEAYIOLIIIe HECKOABKO AHEI, OyAb A0ODa,
BO3AEPXXNCh OT IPOTYAOK IO CaMbIM IPSI3HBIM MeCTaM
Hauiero BaapeHus1. HakanyHe noespku B KupTy cHoBa mpu-
Melllb BaHHY. HeAb3s1 oKa3bIBaThCs Ha rAa3a XEHMXY B TBO-
€M OOBIYHOM BHUAE.

— IMoe3akn? — nporjepriaa Berra. — MHe AI0OOTBITHO,
Ha YeM ’Ke MbI I0EAEM, ECAU TIOCAEAHIOIO AOIIAAD IIPOAAAY
MPOIIAOM BECHOM.

— OO0 stom s poroBopuaacb. Ham opoAXaT KOOBIAY
B MuTtaAuiie.

— Ko6b1ay? Ml oeaeM Ha OAHO AOLIIaAU?

— Crporo roBopsi, — oTMeTuAa rocroxa bepra, youpast
3eA€HOe MAATbe OOPAaTHO B CYHAYK, — 3TO ABE AOIIAAU.
Kobbisa 6epemeHHa.

BerTa pasBepHyAach, 4TOOBI MaThb He YBUAEARQ, KaK
OHa 3aKaTMAA rAas3a, M CIYCTUAACh BO ABOP, MCKATh
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Craura. OHa B CaMOM AeAe HEMHOTO MCITauKaAaCh, AOCTa-
Basi TAYIIOTO KOTEHKa C OAbXU. IIOCKOABKY 3BaThb CAYT
He MIMeAO CMBICAQ, BeTTa obomiaa ycapbOy, HO HUTAE He
yBUAeAa HU cTapyxy, Hu Crawa. [Toaoymas, oHa HanpaBu-
AQaCh IO Y3KOI1 AOPO>KKe, BEAYILell K AepeBHe: BAPYT [aBpa
B3s1Aa BHYKa C c000I1 Ha pbIHOK. TpOIMHKa MPOX0OAMAQ
yepe3 HEOOABLIYIO OCHMHOBYIO POIly, B TEHU KOTOPOII
IIYTHYIK CIIPSITAACs OBl OT Maasiiiero coaHua. Ho B mocaea-
HYle HECKOABKO A€T )Kapa CTOsIAA PEAKO: AaXKe A€TOM BCe
BpEeMsI AUAY OOVIABHBIE AOXKAY, M 9TO KpariHe 0eCIIOKOMAO
3eMAEBAAAEADBLIEB.

[Tocpean pouu Berta ycablmasa CTpaHHBIN 3BYK,
3aMepAa 1 orasiperach. Korpa 3ByK NMOBTOPUMACS — TIYA,
IIOXOXKMI Ha KOPOBbE MbIYaHME, TOABKO HaMHOTO 0OoAee
CTpAILHbIN, — OHA NPIPKAAACH CIMHON K CTBOAY OCHUHBI,
TOTOBas CHOBA 3aA€3Th Ha A€PEeBO, ecAar mpupeTcs. Ho Bot
COBCEM PSIAOM IIOCABIIIAAOCh 3HAKOMO€ BOpUaHIe, 1 BeTTa
C oOAervyeHyeM BbIAOXHYAAQ.

— Kasiteie TBOM OyKauiky, — 6opmoTaaa IaBpa, MoA-
TaAKkyBas Crala, 4ToObI LiIeA TOObICTPee, — AETUHA 3A0-
POBEHHBIIA, @ yMa, 4TO y HaBOo3HuKa. [ocroxxa Berra? — Tem
e TOHOM CIIPOCMAA OHa, OYATO He Bepsl COOCTBEHHBIM
raazaM. — TOABKO BeADb T'YASIAQ, OIIATD 3aXOTE€AOCh? Marb
OpaHuTbCs He OyaeT? S BOT, rASIAM, PYTalo CBOEro, COBCEM
C 3TVMM OyKalIKaMy OT PYK OTOMACSL.

MeX CTBOAOB HMPOMEABKHYAO ABIDKEHME, a MOTOM
HIOBTOPUACS I'yA. BeTTa epeBeaa AyX: 9TO BCe-TaKy MbIYaAa
KOpOBa — IIOXOXe, oTepsiaa cTapo. CAyra yKkasaa Ha Hee
MSICUCTBIM IAAbLIEM U MOTSIHYA 32 co00I1 CTapyXy, HO Ta
OyATO BpOCAQ HOTaMU B 3€MAIO, M OH CAAACS, PACCTPOEHHO
OITyCTUB AOXMATYIO TOAOBY.

N 5



Sy NIPOAOT ¢ YMEPEHHOCTD
. .

_—_ NS
P~

=
.
N =

A
-
A,

— I xak pas uckaaa Crama, — BbIAOXHYAQ Berra. —
Hy>xHO HaOpaTph BOABL, UCKYIIATbHCA.

[poMuAa mocMoTpeA Ha Hee AOOPBIMY FAQ3aMU U 3aKU-
BaA, OYATO BCe YCABILIAA. [aBpa KOCTASIBOM PYKOJ TKHYAQ
ero B Ook. BeTTa mouemy-To 3apAymarachb 0 CKOPOTEYHO-
CTU >KU3HU.

Ao mamsiTHOM Tpanesbl B Kupre ocTaBaAoCh AeCATb AHEL.



IMOBEINIEHHBIN

0 MaMATHOM Tpamne3bl B Kupre ocTaBaAoCh AeCATD

AHell. Mapko Poiipa OTCUMTBIBAaA UX C HeTepIIeHNeM:

HAAESIACS, YTO MOTOM, KOTAQ AyX OpaTa HampeT
MTOKO1, OH HAKOHELl-TO CMO>KeT IOCHaTh.

C camoro Bo3BpalleHus [eAbMyT npecaepOBaA ero BO
TbMe. Ha BoliHe OH 3a0bIA, UTO 3HAYUT BUAETD CHBIL, U AQXKE
STOT HESICHBI, 3bIOKMIT CUAYST 3aCTaBASIA MapKo MpoOChI-
naTbcs B MoTy. OH CTpALIHO 3AMACS Ha Opara — 3a TO, 4TO
TOT yMep, He AOXKAABIIUCh TOOEABI Hap XarreAoil, a Ternepb
1 3a TO, UTO He AaBaA cnaTbh. Ho aTuM yrpom Mapko oiy-
IIaA CKOpee pacTepsSHHOCTb, YeM pa3ppa’keHue, IOTOMY
4yTO [eAbMYT BAPYT 3arOBOpHA.

TocniopmH Poiipa, eltje He MPUBBIKLINI K 9TOMY CTATYCY,
M03aBTPAKaA SLJaMU C 3€A€HbI0, CUASA BO TAaBe ITyCTOIO
KPYTAOTO CTOAQ, KaK IOBEAOCh Mpu Opare, AOOUBLIEM
IIOAYEPKMBATh COOCTBEHHOE OAMHOYECTBO, M HAIIPABUACS
BO BHYTpeHHUI ABOpP. lIMpoOKyI0 KPyTyi0 A€CTHUILLY, 11O
KOTOPOJ BCETO IOATOAQ Ha3aA XxoAMA [eabMyT, Kazaaoch,
He MbBIAU YK€ AAaBHBIM-AaBHO, 8 MapKo He TeprieA Oecro-
psAAKa B AOMe — 3TOTO €My C AMXBOJ XBaTHUAO Ha MOASIX
Cpa>XeHUI.

— CBupa! — KpUKHYA OH, OKa3aBIlNCh BO ABOPe 3aMKa.
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VYrpasastonuit KupTel, Abiceronuii, HO ellje He APSXABINI
MY>XYMHA C BBIBEPHYTOM OT POXXAEHUSI CTOIOM, BO3HMUK
OYATO U3-TI0A 3EMAN.

— Yem mory, rocnopun?

— I X049y XOAUTD IO A€CTHULIE, He OT1acasACh HACTYIUTb
B Ky4Yy KPBICMHOTO AepbMa.

CBuAQ TOKAOHMACS U MCYe3 AaXKe ObICTpee, YeM IOsI-
BMACSI, YTOOBI BBINIOAHUTD MTOXKEAQHME X03s11Ha, — Mapko
HUKOTAQ He ITOHMMaA, KaK OH TaK 0eraer C 3TUM YBEeYbeM.

VYIpaBASAOIINI C CAMOIO NpUe3Ad He OCTaBASA Polipy
B [TIOKOE: IOCA€ HETO BAAAeHVe HEKOMY HaCA€AOBaTh. Mapko
He XOTEA C TUM pasbupaThbCsl, IO KpaiHeil Mepe, He IPSIMO
ceifyac, KOTAQ Y Hero B pyKaX HaXOAMAOCHh pPa3BaAMBaIO-
1eecst XO3sIICTBO, O YeM 0e3 OOMHSIKOB COOOIIVA CTapu-
Ky. CBMAQ He YHMMAACS: MOA, TIOCA€ TaMSTHOI Tpames3bl
HEOOXOAMMO YCTPOUTH CMOTPUHBI 1 TOAOOPATh XOPOLIYIO,
3AOPOBYIO HEBECTY, UTOOBI K CAEAYIOIIEMY T'OAY POAMAA
pebenka. «K yemy Takas cremka? — MpayHO CIIpaLIMBaA
Porpa. — Omnacaelbcs, UTO ¥ MeHsI BAPYT XBaTUT yAap?»
Crapuk MOAYa OTBOAVA I'Aa3a, MapKo OTChIAAA €T0 IPOYb.
CnycTs BpeMs BCe NOBTOPSAAOCH BHOBb.

ITorano ot Takoro Ha Ayluue.

B Bo3ayxe aeTasa mepskas IbiAb: Polipa oTKamasAcs
U criAIOHYA. Ha TOM MecTe, TAe TOABKO UTO CTOSIA YIIPaBASIIO-
1M1, 0Ka3aACsI KOHIOLIOHOK [allek, HecyIuil B pyKax oXarky
BBICYIIIEHHOTO ceHa. MapKo MOMOPILMACS, KOTAQ MaAbUMIIIKA
OITYCTMA TOAOBY U IIPOOOPMOTAA TIPUBETCTBIE, — CAUIIKOM
>KIBO BO3HUK B ITaMsTH 00pa3 MOKOHOro bpara.

«B3rasgHu Ha MeHs, — BeAeA 3TOJ HOUbIO [eAbMyT. —
Bsrasuum Ha MeHs, Tb, Mapko, moryuui Kpymureab
Yepenos».
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Emy npuiiaoch mocaepoBarb 3a [auekom, moTomy Kak
OHM 00a HAMPaBASIAKUCH B KOHIOIHU. [eAbMyTOB BopoH,
OOVIKMII 1IeCTUAETKA, 32 KOTOPOro, KaK MOXXAaAOBaACs
CBuAQ, OTAAAK YPE3MEPHYIO CYMMY A€HeT, OYATO MOYYsIA
HeBbICKa3aHHble HaMepeHMs1 MapKo ¥ AOBOABHO (BIpK-
HYA. Polipa He TOHMMAA, YTO OCOOEHHOTO B 3TOM KOHE,
KpoMe MMeHU — BOpOH cusiA 6€AM3HOM, KaK CBEXeBbI-
MaBIIUI CHET.

CBuAQ He MOT CKa3aTh, KTO ¥ [I0YEMY TaK Ha3BaA >Kepeo-
1Ja — NpoAaBel] AU caM [eAbMyT, — HO 3TO U He MEAO
3HaueHus. [alreKk cyeTnAcs BOKpYT, U3peAKa IOAHMMAs Ha
TOCIIOAVHA TepeNyraHHbI B3TASIA, M MHOTAQ 3aMMpaA
C NIPUOTKPBITBIM PTOM, OYATO XOT€A O YEM-TO CIPOCUTbD.
Mapko, AeAasi BUA, UTO He 3aMeydaeT MaAbUMIIKY, CAM OCeA-
AaA BopoHa 1 xoTea yke ye3KaTb, KaK BAPYT 3@ €ro CIIMHOM
JKEHCKIUM TOAOCOK IIPOMYPABIKAA:

— Aobpoe yTpo, rociopH Mapko.

OH He 00EpHYACS], ¥ TaK 3Hasl, YTO YBUAUT ASIHKY, TIPAUKY,
KOTOpasi OOABIIIE BCEX PAAOBAAACh €ro Bo3BpalleHno. Yto-
TO HEMIOHATHOE CTAAO C IPUATHON AeBUYOHKOM, Kakoy Porpa
IIOMHMA €€ B AETCTBE: B IIPeXAe ITyCThIX U CBETABIX I'Aa3ax
Ternepb OYATO OecripepbIBHO TAeAU yrau. I1o Bcelt BUAUMO-
CTY, OHA BBIHAILIMIBAAA [TAQH 110 €T'0 00OABIIEHVIO VAV TIOA00-
HYIO TAYTIOCTb, Ha KOTOPYI0O MapKo He cOOMpPaACs TpaTUTh
BpeMeHI.

— 3ApaBcTBYIL, AsHKa. £ ye3kaio B MOASL.

— He cmero Bac 3apepskuBaTh. S TOABKO XOTeAa y3HATbh,
He HY>KHO AU YTO-HUOYAb IOCTUPATb.

— Cnpocu CBupy, — BCKOUYMB B CEAAO, 0OTBeTHA Mapko,
He CAMIIIKOM AOBOABHBIN HEOOXOAVMOCTBIO IIPOrOBapUBaTh
OUYEBMAHDIE BeIlM BCAYX.
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Ho AsHka He cpaBaAach.

— A mpaBpa, YTO BbI, TOCIIOAMH... — TIPOTSHYAQ OHA,
MSATKO NPUKOCHYBUIMCH K ero canory. — Tam, Ha BoliHe...
boararoT pasHoe...

— Kro 6oATaer u rae ux HanTu?

Bomnpocel cpasy nccsikau. AsiHka, KOHEUHO, IIpeXAe He
o011aAachk ¢ My>XUMHaMM, BEPHYBIIMMUCS U3 TIOX0AQ, U HE
MOTAQ 3HaTh, YTO BEPHEIIINIT CITOCOO OTBPATUTDh TAKOTO OT
ce0si — 3TUM BOT KOIIQYbVIM TOHOM CIIPOCUTb UTO-HUOYAD
0 BOIHe. lallek NMpeAyCMOTPUTEABHO OTKPbIA BOPOTa
VI BCTAaA BO3A€ HUX CTOAOOM, IPOBOYKasi BbIE3’KAIOILETO
Mapko Bce TeM >Ke AYpaLKUM B3TAsIAOM. YAapuB Bopona
nATKamMu, Polipa TOKMHYA BHEIIHMEe CTeHbl 3aMKa M ITyCTUA
KOH$ TAaAOIIOM.

B nmoasx Mapko npoBeA NMOYTU LieAblNl A€Hb: Ha HUX
KuIeAa Xu3Hb. [1o Bo3BpaljeHU OH 0e3 MpOoMeAAeHUs
MPMHSACA BOCCTAaHABAMBATb XO35ICTBO, KOTOPO€ COBEp-
11eHHO 3arycTuA [eabmyT. OmaaunBasi Tpya 6aTpakoB AeHb-
raMi, IpMBe3eHHBIMU 13 XarreAbl, OH 00eCIeYlA TOCEBbI
Y MOT HaA€sIThCs Ha HETIAOXOM YpoKail. AToAr 0AaropapuaAn
rocrnoprHa Poripy 3a BO3MOXKHOCTb YeCTHO NMMOTPYAUTHCS:
ero cocepyt, OAblIIaHCKYE, CaMble KPYITHbIE 3eMA€BAAAEAD-
1Ibl B OKPYTE, Y)Ke AaBHO HMYero He oopabareiBaanu. Ocmo-
TPEeB MOASI I AO€XAB IIOYTU AO CAMOJ I'PAHMLIbI BAAAEHUS,
Mapko OCTaHOBMACH, CA€3 C KOHS U HEHAaAOATO OTITYCTUA
€ro MonacTuch. Ternepp HY)KHO TOAYMATb.

ITocaepHMIT COH, 60A€3HEHHO OAeAHBIV [eABMYT, TTpo-
M3HOCAIIUM CTPAaHHbIE CAOBA, NMOBEAEHME KOHIOLIOHKA
VI TOAO3pUTEAbHAsI 03a004eHHOCTh CBMABI HE AaBaAlu
MOKOs1. MapKo BbITALMA U3-32 Ta3yX) IOMSTOE MUCbMO —
IIPMYMHY BO3BpallleHst AOMOIL. TaM co00111aA0Ch O KOHYMHE
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[eabMyTa ¥ O TOM, UTO €My HaCAEAYeT MAAALIMIT Opar,
MTOCKOABKY 3aKOHHBIX AeTell TOCIIOAVH He OCTaBUA. Mapko
BBIYUMA 3TO MMCbMO HaM3yCTb U Yallle BCETO BCIIOMMHAA
yKasaHye Ha IpUUYMHYy cMepTU: «[0CIoAiHa XBaTUA yAQp».
KaxxapI1 pas, Aymast 00 3TUX CAOBaX, OH BCe CUAbHEE COM-
HEBAaACH B MX MPAaBAMBOCTU. YTO-TO 3A€Ch HEAQAHO.

BopoH BOPYAMBO NBIXTEA TOOAAAD, OTTOHSISA HA30MAU-
BBIX MYX.

Mapxko HaKoHel| pelIACH.

Bepnysuuck B KupTy, 0H 10A0XAaA AO TEMHOTBI M CHO-
Ba MOIleA Ha KOHIOIIHIO. KoHb [eAbMyTa BCKMHYA TOAOBY,
YBMAEB HOBOTO X035MHA, HO He U3AaA HU 3ByKa. VM K Ayu-
meMy: Mapko npuiieA He 3a BopoHoM, a mpuBAekaThb K cebe
BHUMaHMe He CTOMAO. Aake KaAUTKa Y BOPOT 3aMKa He
CKPUITHYAQ, KorAa Poripa ee oTkpbiBaa. Houb OyaTO BcTaaa
Ha €r0 CTOPOHY.

[ToAst v poliy 3aBOpaKMBaAM O€CKPATHIM MPAYHbIM CITO-
KoIcTBMEM. [Ae-TO HAaAPBIBHO BbIAA COOAKA, [TOKA €€, BEPOSIT-
HO, He ITHYA ITOA peOpa X03s11H. MapKo repelarHyA rayooKyo
AYXY, OAEAHO U TPSI3HO OTPaKAIOL[YIO AYHHBIIT CBET.

Poiipa BAPYT BCIIOMHMA OAHOTO CAYYalHOTO CITyTHMKA, C
KOTOPBIM TPSICCSI B TIOBO3KE AO TIOA€BOIT AedeOHM1LIBL [TapHio
OBbIAO He OOABILIEe TISITHAALIATH, 0e3 00eMX HOT 10 KOAEHO —
CKa3aAl, YTO M3-3a XaITeACKOl1 00eBoi KoAeCHULIbL. PaHeHOMY
AQAV TPSIUIY U €r0 COOCTBEHHBIN LIIAEM — OYUCTUTDH OT
IIATEH U NMbIAU. MaAbumIlKa Tep, HOYTM He OCTaHABAMBASCD,
B TeYEHMe BCEro IyTH — a AOOMPAAVICh OHU Beuep, HOUb U
Lieaoe yTpo. I lepea TeM Kak IPOBAAUTBCS B COH, MapKo BrAeA,
4TO B OAECTSIIIEel TOBEPXHOCTY HOBEHBKOTO LIIA€Ma OTPaXka-
€TCsl CBET, a paHeHbli1 yeMy-To yAbibaeTcs. «OH ymep, —
HarloMHUA cebe Poiipa, — He A0eXaA A0 Ae4eOHULIbI».
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